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Message from the Principal

It gives me immense pleasure to congratulate the Department of English on
the successful online publication of the second volume of Hippocrene (2023-
24) on the college website. This academic journal, true to its name, serves
as a refreshing spring of ideas and creativity, showcasing the dedication

and intellectual pursuits of both our faculty and students.

The journal stands as a testament to the vibrant academic culture at Sir
Gurudas Mahavidyalaya, reflecting the department's commitment to
nurturing critical thought and scholarly discourse. By bringing diverse
voices together, Hippocrene inspires a love for literature and encourages

new perspectives in the study of English.

I commend the editorial team for their tireless efforts in bringing this
vision to fruition. May this initiative continue to grow and inspire

excellence in the years to come.




Message from the Head of the Department

It is with great pride and joy that I extend my heartfelt congratulations to
the entire team behind the successful online publication of the second
volume of Hippocrene (2023-24), the academic journal of the English

Department, on the college website.

Hippocrene reflects the creative and intellectual endeavors of our students
and faculty, offering a platform for academic expression, literary
exploration, and critical engagement. This volume stands as a beacon of our
department’s dedication to excellence, showcasing a rich tapestry of

thought-provoking articles, insightful critiques, and imaginative writings.

I deeply appreciate the tireless efforts of the editorial team, contributors,
and supporters who made this achievement possible. May Hippocrene
continue to inspire and nurture the scholarly spirit of our department and

contribute to the academic legacy of Sir Gurudas Mahavidyalaya.




Message from the Editor

It is with immense pride and happiness that I congratulate
everyone involved in the successful online publication of the
second volume of Hippocrene (2023-24), the academic journal of
the English Department, on the college website. This journal is a
labor of love and intellectual passion, representing the collective

creativity and scholarship of our students and faculty.

The name Hippocrene—symbolic of the inspiring spring of poetic
and intellectual vigor—aptly captures the essence of this endeavor.
This volume features an array of thought-provoking writings that
reflect the diverse academic and literary pursuits of our

department,

[ extend my heartfelt gratitude to the contributors, the editorial

team, and the Department of English for their unwavering
dedication. I also thank the college administration for their
support. May Hippocrene continue to inspire, engage, and enrich

its readers in the years to come,

Dr. Prasanta Ghoshal
Editor, Hippocrene

English Department

Sir Gurudas Mahavidyalaya




CONTENTS

The Enduring Power of Literature: Exploring the Impact of the

Written Word on Human Experience
Souvik Singha Roy 01

Unravelling the Threads of Identity: A Literary Analysis

Soumyadeep Samanta 04

Shattering Barriers: Women in Sports and Gender Stereotypes in
Koni
Archana Munda 07

Struggle of Draupadi
Ankan Mallick 11

Feminist Perspectives in Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi
Sayan Mondal 14

The Age of Renaissance: A Period of Rebirth and Transformation
Supriti Ghosh 18

Feminist Perspective in Emily Dickinson’s Poem “I Cannot Live
With You”
Pritam Das 20

An Overview of Wilfred Owen’s Spring Offensive
Arpita Jana 24




From Myth to Reality: Mahasweta Devi’s Transformation of
Draupadi
Priti Jana 28

The Romantic Age
Itisha Dey 31

Victorian Age
Anwesha Saha 35

Jacobean Drama

lvina Parveen 41

Metaphysical Poetry
Shuvayu Das 44

The Theme of Love in Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice
Puja Ghosh 46

Amar Jiban: The Mirror of 19th Century

Afrina Sultana 49

Eternal Flames in Shadow: The Symbolism of Light and Darkness in
Romeo and Juliet
Ankita Kar 52

Trapped in Isolation: The Multifaceted Alienation in Kafka's The
Metamorphosis
Debjit Mondal 57

Middle English Period Literature
Disha Lama 61




Fictional Literature as a Means of Escapism from the Stresses and
Complexities of Modern Relationships
Trilokesh Narayan Pramanik 64

Character of Maurya
Chayanika Chakraborty 68

Wuthering Heights: The Windswept World of Wuthering Heights
Rittika Mondal 71

Contemporary English Literature
Mosammad Rajia Khatun 76

Post-War Literature
Moumita Mondal 80

Renaissance and Its Effects on English Literature
Trishita Kanjilal 85

War Poetry
Riya Mondal 88

“Bidrohi” (The Rebel): An Indication of the Spirit of Rebellion
Farhan Jahid 92

Heathcliff: Villain or Victim?
Deeya Mehrotra 96

Victorian literature
Sarufa Khatun 98




B T T T T T T T e

N N N N N e N e N N N N e N N N e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e T T T

The Enduring Power of Literature: Exploring the Impact of the
Written Word on Human Experience
Souvik Singha Roy

Literature has been an integral part of human civilization for
centuries, offering profound insights into the intricate tapestry of
humanity. From the epic poems of ancient Greece to the works of
contemporary novelists in the 21st century, literature has
significantly influenced our understanding of both the world and

ourselves.

Perhaps the most profound impact of literature on human
experience is its ability to evoke emotions. A cherished book from
childhood can evoke sheer joy and wonder, while a tragic novel
elicits sadness and fosters empathy in readers. Few other art forms
possess the unique capacity of literature to resonate so deeply with

our emotions.

Moreover, literature plays a pivotal role in shaping our worldview
and understanding of the world beyond our immediate reality.
Through literature, we learn about the evolution of diverse
cultures and ways of life across historical periods. It offers a lens
to comprehend human interactions, moral dilemmas, justice, and

the fundamental nature of humanity.

By challenging our assumptions, literature often sparks necessary
and meaningful discussions. Whether through a fictional narrative

or a nonfiction work addressing social justice issues, literaIEIIPJPrOeCR
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delves into philosophical ideas and compels us to reflect on our
beliefs. It prompts us to embrace new perspectives, fostering

intellectual and emotional growth.

Inspiration and motivation are also hallmarks of literature's
influence. Stories of heroism, triumph over adversity, and the
discovery of new ideas ignite a desire within us to pursue our
dreams, strive for self-improvement, and aim for greatness. These
narratives encourage individuals to overcome challenges and

envision a brighter future.

Literature holds a prominent role in shaping cultural heritage. It
preserves and transmits the values, beliefs, and practices of
societies across the globe. By examining how literature represents
and informs our perceptions, we gain a deeper understanding of

cultural identity and collective memory.

Furthermore, literature acts as a unifying force, fostering a sense
of community and shared understanding. Whether through the
collective experience of reading a beloved book or engaging in
discussions about new ideas, literature connects people, inspires

dialogue, and strengthens bonds across time and space.

Literature transcends temporal and spatial boundaries, transporting
readers to different eras, cultures, and perspectives. It provides
meaning to experiences and worldviews that might otherwise
remain unfamiliar. Literature not only reflects but also shapes how

we perceive the world and navigate our place within it.
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In essence, literature endures as a vital and dynamic art form that
continues to profoundly influence human experience. Its
unparalleled ability to evoke emotions, challenge assumptions,
inspire action, shape cultural identity, and connect people
underscores its timeless relevance. By transcending temporal and
geographical limitations, literature reminds us of the shared

humanity that unites us all.

Defining literature is a complex endeavor, as it is a multifaceted
phenomenon shaped by the interplay of writers' intentions,
readers' interpretations, and the cultural and historical contexts in
which texts are created and consumed. This dynamic process defies
simplistic categorization, highlighting the richness and diversity

inherent in literary works.

Beyond influencing individuals and societies, literature profoundly
shapes our perception of the world. It illuminates different
cultures, historical periods, and life patterns, offering invaluable
insights into the complexities of human existence. Through
literature, we explore themes such as morality, justice, and human
relationships in ways that are both accessible and thought-

provoking,.

Ultimately, literature is a force powerful enough to question
assumptions, inspire transformative discussions, and broaden
perspectives. Whether through fictional narratives addressing social

justice or nonfiction works exploring philosophical ideas, literature
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challenges us to think critically, question deeply, and expand our

horizons.

By inspiring action and ambition, literature encourages us to
dream and achieve. Tales of heroic journeys, triumphs over
adversity, and innovative ideas provide a wellspring of motivation

to navigate life's challenges with resilience and creativity.

Unravelling the Threads of Identity: A Literary Analysis

Soumyadeep Samanta

Literature encompasses written works that hold artistic,
intellectual, and emotional significance. It spans a diverse range of
genres, styles, and forms, including poetry, novels, short stories,
drama, and essays. For thousands of years, literature has been an
integral part of human culture, serving as a lens into the past, a

mirror of the present, and a gateway to the future.

One of literature's primary functions is to entertain. It allows
readers to escape into imagined worlds, encounter diverse
characters, and experience unfamiliar scenarios. Through literature,
individuals can explore different times and places, gaining

exposure to new cultures, ideas, and perspectives.

Beyond entertainment, literature possesses the profound ability to

educate, inspire, and challenge. It offers insights into the human

condition, delving into complex emotions, thoughts, "dnc
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experiences. By fostering empathy, compassion, and understanding,
literature enables readers to better comprehend both themselves

and others.

Throughout history, literature has played a pivotal role in shaping
culture and society. It has been a tool for challenging social norms,
advocating for change, and inspiring revolutions. Through literary
expression, writers have articulated their opinions, shared their

experiences, and amplified the voices of marginalized communities.

The influence of literature on individuals and society is vast and
transformative. It provides readers with opportunities to gain fresh
insights, consider innovative ideas, and adopt new perspectives. By
promoting critical thinking and emotional growth, literature

nurtures empathy and compassion.

One of literature's most remarkable attributes is its ability to
transcend temporal and geographical boundaries. Regardless of
when or where it was written, literature resonates with readers
across cultures, languages, and generations. This universality allows
literature to connect people, inspire shared experiences, and

provoke meaningful reflections.

The true value of literature lies in its capacity to capture and
express the complexities of human experience. Writers use it to
explore the nuances of emotion and the intricacies of thought.
Literature evokes feelings, fosters understanding, and creates

connections that transcend the written word.
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In shaping our understanding of the world, literature serves as a
medium for examining intricate ideas, questioning societal norms,
and advocating for progress. It educates and challenges,
encouraging readers to reevaluate their beliefs and embrace diverse

perspectives.

The transformative power of literature is both personal and
collective. By inspiring individuals to act, fostering dialogue within
communities, and challenging societal structures, literature

continually reshapes the cultural and intellectual landscape.

Through its ability to evoke deep emotions and encourage critical
thought, literature affirms its enduring significance in human
culture. It bridges the past, present, and future, offering a dynamic

platform for exploring the richness of human life.

In essence, literature celebrates the resilience and creativity of the
human spirit. It is a testament to humanity's capacity to imagine,
articulate, and inspire. Whether reflecting on the intricacies of the
individual soul or addressing the broader social fabric, literature

remains an unparalleled force for transformation.

By transcending time and space, literature speaks to the shared
essence of human existence, connecting readers across boundaries
of culture, language, and history. Its impact, immeasurable and
enduring, continues to inspire new generations to explore the
depths of empathy, the breadth of knowledge, and the boundless

possibilities of the human experience.
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Shattering Barriers: Women in Sports and Gender Stereotypes in
Koni

Archana Munda

Sports have long served as a reflection of societal values, norms,
and biases. For women, this arena has often been a battleground
where deeply entrenched patriarchal traditions and gender
stereotypes create significant hurdles. In Indian literature and
cinema, the portrayal of women who overcome these barriers is
both rare and impactful. One such narrative is Koni, a Bengali
novel by Moti Nandi, which chronicles the journey of a young girl
as she defies societal norms to establish herself in the male-
dominated sphere of competitive swimming. Through Koni’s
struggles and victories, the novel sheds light on the challenges
women face in sports, the persistence of gender biases, and the

transformative power of resilience and mentorship.

Historically, sports have been associated with traits stereotypically
deemed "masculine"—strength, aggression, competitiveness, and
endurance. Women engaging in sports were often perceived as
violating societal expectations of femininity, which emphasized
delicacy, modesty, and domesticity. This perspective led to
widespread  discrimination, = marginalization, @ and  limited
opportunities for female athletes. In India, these stereotypes were
amplified by cultural constructs that confined women to roles as

caregivers and homemakers. Against this backdrop, Koni offers a
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bold critique of these norms, presenting a narrative of resistance

and empowerment.

The novel follows the life of Koni, an underprivileged girl who
rises to prominence in competitive swimming due to her
unwavering determination, natural talent, and the guidance of her
coach, Khidda. Koni’s journey underscores the belief that talent and
perseverance can transcend societal prejudices and economic
constraints. Through her story, Koni challenges pervasive
stereotypes about women in sports, particularly those related to

socio-economic background and gender.

Koni’s rise as an athlete defies the notion that girls from
economically disadvantaged communities cannot succeed in sports
due to a lack of resources and opportunities. Despite facing severe
financial hardships, Koni’s grit and her coach’s steadfast support
propel her forward. This highlights the critical role of mentorship
and access to opportunities in dismantling barriers for women in
sports. Khidda, as her mentor, embodies a progressive perspective,
challenging societal norms that discourage women from
participating in physically demanding activities. His rigorous
training methods and relentless belief in Koni’s potential serve as a
testament to the importance of mentorship in empowering female
athletes.

The novel vividly portrays the systemic biases and societal

T T

prejudices that women athletes often encounter. Koni faces

criticism about her physique—a common challenge for womenPipfrReNe
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sports, as societal standards of beauty frequently clash with the
physical demands of athletic performance. Additionally, her socio-
economic background adds another layer of complexity to her
struggles. By addressing the intersectionality of gender and class,
Koni underscores how these factors collectively exacerbate the
challenges faced by women athletes. Koni’s success, therefore,
represents not only a personal victory but also a triumph against a

deeply entrenched system of inequality.

One of the most profound contributions of Koni lies in its
redefinition of femininity. The novel portrays Koni as resilient,
ambitious, and unapologetically strong, challenging traditional
notions of womanhood. She refuses to conform to stereotypes that
equate femininity with passivity or fragility, instead forging a new
identity as an athlete who embodies strength and determination.
This redefinition is crucial for transforming societal attitudes
toward women in sports and inspiring other young women to

pursue their dreams, irrespective of societal expectations.

Koni also explores the broader potential of sports as a tool for
social change. For Koni, swimming is more than a pursuit of
excellence; it is a means to escape poverty and assert her identity
in a society that seeks to marginalize her. The novel illustrates
how sports can provide a platform for empowerment, enabling
individuals to challenge societal norms and redefine their roles
within the community. By showcasing Koni’s achievements, the

narrative underscores the transformative power of sports in
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breaking down barriers, promoting gender equality, and inspiring

future generations.

Despite significant progress in recent years, gender stereotypes in
sports persist. Women athletes continue to face disparities in pay,
underrepresentation in leadership roles, and societal scrutiny. Kons
serves as a poignant reminder that these issues are deeply rooted
in societal attitudes and require sustained, collective effort to
address. The novel advocates for creating an enabling environment
for women in sports, which includes providing equal opportunities,
challenging stereotypes, and fostering a culture of respect and
support. Mentors, families, and institutions play a vital role in this
process. By investing in women’s sports and celebrating the
achievements of female athletes, society can move closer to

achieving true gender equality.

Ultimately, Koni is more than a story of a young girl’s journey in
sports—it is a powerful commentary on societal norms and the
biases that limit women’s potential. Through Koni’s struggles and
triumphs, the novel exposes the multifaceted challenges faced by
women athletes while celebrating their resilience and
determination. In a world still grappling with gender inequality,
Koni’s story is both an inspiration and a call to action. It urges
society to dismantle barriers, challenge stereotypes, and create a
world where women can pursue their aspirations without fear of

discrimination or prejudice. As Koni’s coach Khidda exhorts, “Fight,

T
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Koni, fight!”—a rallying cry for all women striving to carve their

paths in the face of societal constraints.

Struggle of Draupadi
Ankan Mallick

Mahasweta Devi's Draupadi is a powerful and thought-provoking
piece of literature that serves as a symbol of subaltern defiance.
The term “subaltern” refers to those who are marginalized and
oppressed in society, and Devi’s portrayal of Draupadi represents
the struggles and resistance of these marginalized individuals.
Through its narrative and thematic exploration, Draupadi addresses
issues of systemic oppression, patriarchy, and resilience, presenting

a bold critique of social hierarchies.

In the epic Mahabharata, Draupadi is the wife of the five Pandava
brothers and central to the conflict that unfolds in the story. Devi
takes this character and reimagines her as a tribal woman,
transforming her into a symbol of resistance against oppression
and exploitation. In Devi’s rendition, Draupadi, referred to as Dopdi
Mejhen, is a tribal woman who faces violence and brutality at the
hands of the upper-caste ruling class. She embodies the struggles
of the subaltern, as she is subjected to patriarchy, social
hierarchies, and systemic injustice. Through this transformation,
Devi reclaims the mythological Draupadi and uses her as a vehicle
to highlight the exploitation and resistance of marginalized

communities.
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Draupadi’s defiance and resilience in the face of adversity make
her a powerful symbol of subaltern resistance. She refuses to be
silenced and stands up against her oppressors, challenging the
power dynamics that seek to subjugate her. Devi’s portrayal of
Draupadi as a strong and defiant woman defies the traditional
narrative of passive and submissive women in Indian literature. By
doing so, Mahasweta Devi challenges societal norms and patriarchy,
which have long sought to silence and oppress women and
marginalized communities. Draupadi’s unflinching courage and
resistance against the brutality she faces make her an enduring

symbol of empowerment and defiance.

Draupadi’s experiences are not limited to her individual struggle
but reflect the larger systemic issues that plague marginalized
communities. Devi uses Draupadi’s story as a lens to explore the
exploitation and suffering of the subaltern while highlighting their
resilience and defiance. Draupadi’'s narrative exposes the
intersectionality of caste, gender, and class, as her identity as a
tribal woman subjects her to multiple layers of oppression. Despite
the physical and emotional violence inflicted upon her, Draupadi
emerges as an unbroken figure, symbolizing hope and

empowerment for those who have been silenced and marginalized.

Devi’s portrayal of Draupadi’s arrest, torture, and ultimate defiance
is especially striking. When Dopdi is apprehended by the
authorities, she is subjected to horrific violence, including sexual

assault, meant to break her spirit. However, the narrative takes a
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transformative turn when Draupadi refuses to conform to the
expectations of her oppressors. Standing naked and unbowed
before Senanayak, the officer in charge, Draupadi declares her
defiance: she refuses to be clothed by the very men who stripped
her. Her nakedness becomes a form of resistance, as she reclaims
agency over her body and identity. In this moment, Draupadi’s
defiance transcends her personal struggle, confronting the systemic
violence of her oppressors and asserting the dignity and resilience

of the subaltern.

The significance of this scene lies not only in Draupadi’s refusal to
submit but also in the fear it instills in her oppressors. Senanayak,
who is portrayed as a cold and calculating officer, is rendered
powerless in the face of Draupadi’s defiance. This reversal of power
dynamics underscores the potential for resistance to disrupt and
challenge systems of oppression. Draupadi’s refusal to be clothed
symbolizes her rejection of societal norms that seek to shame and
silence her. Her assertion, “What more can you do? Come on,
counter me!” resonates as a call to all marginalized individuals to

confront their oppressors without fear.

Devi’s portrayal of Draupadi as a symbol of subaltern defiance
serves as a powerful commentary on the social and political
dynamics of India. Through her story, Devi challenges dominant
narratives and sheds light on the struggles of those who are often

overlooked and marginalized. By giving a voice to the subaltern,

T

Draupadi becomes a powerful tool for social change and resistance, _
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It critiques systemic oppression while celebrating the resilience and

agency of those who resist.

In conclusion, Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi is a compelling and
thought-provoking work that embodies the struggles and resilience
of the subaltern. Through Draupadi’s story, Devi challenges societal
norms and power dynamics that seek to oppress and silence
marginalized communities. Draupadi becomes a symbol of defiance
and resistance, inspiring hope and empowerment for those who
have been marginalized and oppressed. Devi’s portrayal of Draupadi
as a symbol of subaltern defiance is not only a significant literary
achievement but also a profound commentary on the social and

political landscape of India.

Feminist Perspectives in Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi
Sayan Mondal

Draupadi Mejhen, the infamous female figure long pursued by
many, encapsulates Mahasweta Devi’s profound feminist critique of
patriarchal oppression. In Draupadi (1978), the story of a woman
who, after experiencing unspeakable violence at the hands of the
police, rises as a symbol of rebellion, shattering the stereotypes
imposed upon women. Mahasweta Devi, a luminary in Bengali
literature, uses her works to advocate for the oppressed women of
Indian patriarchal society. Her narratives emphasize the necessity

of awakening women to their intrinsic strength and challenging

T

centuries of subjugation. Draupadi stands as a testament to this
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ethos, portraying the journey of a marginalized tribal woman who

defies societal norms and asserts her agency.

The protagonist, Draupadi Mejhen, also known as Dopdi, belongs to
the indigenous Santal tribe, where the compounded identities of
being a woman and an aboriginal subject her to relentless social,
political, and economic marginalization. Patriarchal society not
only disregards her humanity but actively suppresses her, leaving
her with neither legal recourse nor allies. Yet, Mahasweta Devi
refutes the narrative of the "silenced subaltern." Instead, she crafts
Dopdi as a "defiant subaltern" who rises against her oppressors,

dismantling societal stereotypes and confronting systemic violence.

Set against the backdrop of the Naxalite movement (1967-1971),
the Bangladesh Liberation War (1971), and interwoven with the
mythological narrative of Mahabharata, the story explores the
intricate dynamics of femininity, identity, and Indian nationhood.
Kate Millett, in her seminal work Sexual Politics (1969),
underscores the pervasive nature of patriarchy, which demands
women’s subordination to men and enforces their inferiority.
Patriarchal ~ ideologies  perpetuate  culturally  constructed
characteristics of passivity and subjugation as "natural" traits of
femininity. Draupadi subverts these constructs by portraying Dopdi

as a revolutionary who challenges these imposed roles.

Dopdi’s role as a Robin Hood-like figure, alongside her husband,

T T

involves targeting wealthy landlords and redistributing essential

resources, such as water, to her impoverished community. "E&ERENE
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transgression of societal norms renders her a threat to patriarchal
order. This defiance culminates in her capture during “Operation
Bakuli,” where the government employs methods of physical and
psychological subjugation, including rape, as tools of dominance.
Patriarchy often attaches specific values to the female body,
representing it as a maternal, seductive, or reproductive entity,
necessitating male protection. Feminist critics argue that such
violations, intended to degrade and silence women, instead reveal
the vulnerability of patriarchal structures when confronted by

resilient women like Dopdi.

The moment of Dopdi’s defiance after her brutalization is pivotal.
As Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak notes in her translation, Dopdi
subverts societal expectations by refusing to conceal her body or
her trauma. Her nakedness becomes an emblem of resistance
rather than shame. Standing before her oppressors, she challenges
their authority, symbolically stripping away the veneer of their
power. Her linguistic defiance, such as her use of the term
“counter” (an abbreviation for "killed in an encounter"), further
illustrates her resistance. Though unversed in English, Dopdi
manipulates language to confront the systemic violence against

her, rejecting the patriarchal narrative that seeks to diminish her.

Dopdi’s rebellion resonates with broader cultural and historical
discourses. The juxtaposition of her story with that of the

mythological Draupadi highlights parallels in their resistance to

T

patriarchal oppression. The Draupadi of the Mahabharata also

HIPPOCRENE

e

I

N N N N N e N e N N N N e N N N e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e T T T

NN NONONONONONONONMONMONMONMONONONONONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONM MMM UMMM UMM M MM OMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOM M UM MM MMM MMM OM UMM UMMM OMOMOMOMOM MMM MMM N N NN N N N NN,



B T T T T T T T e

defies injustice with sharp articulation and courage, holding her
transgressors accountable in the face of societal complicity. Her
defiance transcends personal grievances, embodying a critique of

societal inequities and a call for justice.

Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi exemplifies the indomitable spirit of
women who refuse to conform to oppressive norms. Dopdi’s
transformation from a victim to a defiant symbol of resistance
underscores the potential for marginalized women to reclaim their
agency and challenge entrenched hierarchies. Her story, much like
that of her mythological namesake, becomes a rallying cry for
gender equity and a powerful reminder of the role women have

played in shaping history and society.

Contrary to the notion that feminism is a Western import, the
Indian tradition offers a rich tapestry of feminist thought. The
concept of the Mother Goddess and the Vedic contributions of
women illustrate an ancient ethos of gender balance and harmony.
However, these narratives have often been distorted to uphold
patriarchal ideals, reducing powerful female figures to mere
embodiments of conventionality. Revisiting and reinterpreting
these stories is essential to challenging stereotypes and

reimagining the role of women in society.

Draupadi’s story, whether through Mahasweta Devi’s lens or the

Mahabharata, embodies a profound critique of patriarchy. Her

T T

defiance against objectification and subjugation, her courage in the

face of systemic violence, and her assertion of moral integtSFRENE
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continue to inspire. As a symbol of resistance, she transcends
historical and cultural boundaries, offering a vision of gender

equity rooted in resilience, agency, and the pursuit of justice.

The Age of Renaissance: A Period of Rebirth and Transformation
Supriti Ghosh

The Age of Renaissance, spanning approximately from the 14th to
the 17th century, represents a transformative period in European
history characterized by profound cultural, artistic, and intellectual
rebirth. The term "Renaissance," derived from the French word for
"rebirth," encapsulates the era's revival of interest in classical
antiquity and the emergence of humanistic values that redefined

societal paradigms.

Originating in Italy, the Renaissance gradually permeated the rest
of Europe, influencing diverse aspects of life. This era marked a
departure from the predominantly religious medieval worldview to
a more secular and human-centered perspective. The intellectual
movement of Humanism, central to the Renaissance, emphasized
the study of classical texts and celebrated the potential of human
achievement. Humanists sought to reconcile classical learning with
contemporary thought, fostering an environment of intellectual

innovation and exploration.

The arts and architecture of the Renaissance reached unparalleled
heights, driven by figures such as Leonardo da Vinci and

Michelangelo, who epitomized the spirit of the age. LeonarHcliP%sCR
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Mona Lisa and Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling are enduring
masterpieces that showcase the era’s advancements in realism,
perspective, and the nuanced depiction of human emotion.
Architects like Filippo Brunelleschi revolutionized architectural
design with innovations such as linear perspective and
monumental domes, exemplified by the grandeur of the Florence
Cathedral.

In literature, the Renaissance heralded a golden age with writers
like Dante Alighieri, Petrarch, and Giovanni Boccaccio laying the
groundwork for modern European literature. These early
luminaries were followed by figures such as William Shakespeare
and Miguel de Cervantes, who delved into the complexities of
human nature, ambition, and societal structures. The invention of
the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in the mid-15th century
significantly amplified the dissemination of literary and intellectual

works, democratizing access to knowledge and ideas.

The Renaissance also witnessed groundbreaking developments in
science and inquiry. Thinkers like Nicolaus Copernicus, Galileo
Galilei, and Johannes Kepler challenged entrenched geocentric
views of the universe, setting the stage for the Scientific
Revolution. Advances in fields such as medicine, anatomy, and
physics were fueled by empirical observation and a burgeoning
spirit of curiosity. These contributions fundamentally altered

humanity's understanding of the natural world.

T
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Socially and politically, the Renaissance instigated profound shifts.
The emphasis on individualism and innovation weakened the feudal
system, paving the way for the rise of nation-states and the
decline of medieval institutions. Explorers such as Christopher
Columbus and Vasco da Gama expanded the horizons of the known
world, initiating an era of global exploration and intercultural

exchange that reshaped economic and cultural landscapes.

The Age of Renaissance, thus, was a seminal period that profoundly
transformed European society and laid the foundation for the
modern world. Its enduring legacy is evident in the timeless
achievements of its artists, writers, and scientists, as well as in the
values of creativity, inquiry, and human potential that continue to

shape contemporary thought and culture.

Feminist Perspective in Emily Dickinson’s Poem “I Cannot Live
With You”

Pritam Das

Emily Elizabeth Dickinson, an American poet born in Ambherst,
Massachusetts, belonged to a prominent family with a strong social
standing. Despite her privileged background, Dickinson led an
introverted and isolated life, which profoundly influenced her
poetic style and themes. Her work challenged traditional notions of
gendered writing by blending individuality with conventional
forms, creating a distinctive voice. The second wave of feminism

later fostered a deeper empathy for Dickinson as a female poet

navigating a patriarchal society. HIPPOCR
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In contemporary society, women are often conditioned to prioritize
their appearance and cultivate traits such as softness and
inauthenticity to please others, particularly men. They are rarely
encouraged to develop independence or rationality. From this
perspective, Emily Dickinson’s poem ‘7 Cannot Live With You” can
be interpreted as a bold, feminist statement. The speaker’s
rejection of a life with her beloved man in the poem’s opening
lines resonates with the feminist ethos of resistance against a

passive existence.

The poem begins with the speaker expressing her disdain for the
idea of a conjugal life, perceiving it as a life of passivity and

confinement:

It would be Life -

And Life is over there -

Behind the Shelf,

In the initial stanzas, the speaker uses the metaphor of being like a
porcelain object “behind the shelf.” She imagines herself as a
fragile cup locked away by a sexton, suggesting she feels her
existence would be reduced to that of a decorative object, devoid
of agency. The sexton, traditionally associated with church duties,
symbolizes the control imposed by societal norms and expectations.
The speaker likens this existence to being buried alive, with the
sexton metaphorically holding the power to “dig her up” when

needed.
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The enjambment between the second and third stanzas emphasizes
the transient hope that life could offer fulfillment, only to reveal
its fleeting nature. The speaker imagines herself as a quaint,
discarded object—a porcelain cup thrown away by a housewife
once it is cracked and deemed obsolete. This shift in control, from
the sexton to the housewife, underscores the speaker’s sense of
being devalued and replaced. Her self-respect compels her to reject

such a life of humiliation and disposability.

Feminism advocates for equality between men and women, and the
speaker’s rejection of this imposed subjugation reflects her
assertion of her rights. She not only demands equality in life but
also claims the right to share in death. She laments the denial of
this right:

And I - Could I stand by
And see You - freeze -
Without my Right of Frost -
Death’s privilege?

The speaker finds it intolerable to imagine watching her beloved
suffer without sharing in the pain or the privilege of death. Yet,
she acknowledges the impossibility of such equality in life or
death, highlighting the inherent inequities that define her

existence.

The poem shifts focus to the idea of a spiritual reunion or

T

resurrection, which the speaker rejects outright. She expresses _

e
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disbelief in the prospect of rising again with her beloved, asserting
that his face would overshadow even that of Jesus. This
provocative claim underscores her rejection of traditional religious
ideals, as she finds no solace in the promises of resurrection or
paradise. Her disillusionment is further evident when she dismisses

heaven as a “sordid excellence,” rejecting its glorification.

The speaker’s skepticism extends to the notion of judgment day,
where she foresees inequality persisting. She declares that any

existence without her lover’s equal presence would amount to hell:

Where You were not -
That self - were Hell to Me -

Recognizing the impossibility of achieving equality within both
domestic and religious spheres, the speaker concludes with a

proposal of separation:

So We must meet apart -

You there - I - here -

With just the Door ajar

That Oceans are - and Prayer -
And that White Sustenance -

Despair -

In this poignant conclusion, the speaker suggests that separation is

the only viable solution. The physical and spiritual distance

T T

between them is likened to an ocean, widened further by her

lover’s faith, which she cannot reconcile with her own beliefs.”l"PféRéNE
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“”

white sustenance” of despair becomes the defining emotion of her

separation, encapsulating the existential anguish of her situation.

Emily Dickinson’s “7 Cannot Live With You” transcends personal
lamentation to emerge as a powerful feminist critique of societal
and religious constraints. Through the speaker’s voice, Dickinson
challenges the subjugation of women, asserting their right to
autonomy and equality in both life and death. The poem’s
enduring relevance lies in its unflinching exploration of the

intersection of gender, power, and individuality.

An Overview of Wilfred Owen’s Spring Offensive
Arpita Jana

Wilfred Owen’s Spring Offensive is one of the most vivid and
moving portrayals of World War 1, intertwining the pastoral beauty
of nature with the stark horrors of battle. In this poem, Owen
juxtaposes the serene landscape of spring with the brutal reality of
war, reflecting on the transformation of both the natural world
and the soldiers who traverse it. Through evocative imagery,
symbolism, and sudden shifts in tone, Owen captures the trauma

and futility of war, rendering it unforgettable.

The poem opens with a troop of unnamed soldiers resting on the
shaded side of a hill. They have just been fed and, after unloading
their burdens, are either reclining or sleeping, some leaning on the

chests or knees of their comrades. This initial tranquility, set

T

against the backdrop of spring, creates an idyllic atmosthleplgg.CRENE
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However, as with many of Owen’s works, this peace is deceptive,
masking the impending violence. The poem is a poignant protest
against the cruelty and senselessness of war, rooted in Owen’s own
experience of the Anglo-French offensive launched in April 1917 to

assault German positions near the River Somme in France.

The soldiers, aware of their grim fate, sense that they are nearing
the end of their journey and possibly their lives. Owen writes,
“Knowing their feet had come to the end of the world,” a line that
underscores their resignation to death and their inevitable passage
to the land of the dead. Awaiting orders, they watch the May
breeze ripple through the long grass, its gentle motion offering a
fleeting reprieve. The soothing effect is likened to a drug easing
their bodily pain. They reflect on the fields and distant valleys
they have traversed, the golden pollen from buttercups adorning

their boots, and brambles clutching at them like “sorrowing

hands.”

The poem contains echoes of the classical katabasis—a descent into
the underworld and subsequent return. At first, Owen’s depiction
of nature is calm and inviting. The imagery of buttercups and the
oozing warmth of summer creates an almost hypnotic sense of
peace. However, this tranquility is shattered as the soldiers receive
their orders and advance into battle. Nature, once serene, becomes
a hostile force: the sky “burned / With fury against them,” and the

earth itself seems complicit as “soft sudden cups” open to drink

their blood.
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Owen’s language in the opening stanzas evokes a deceptive sense
of comfort. The soldiers, described as lying “motionless” and
stretching their “warm limbs,” appear to bask in nature’s embrace.
Yet this serenity is fleeting, a prelude to chaos. As they rise to face
their fate, the grass whispers ominously, and the once-gentle
breeze turns into a “cold gust,” foreshadowing the violence to

come.

The poet critiques the glorification of war by exposing its
inhumanity. The soldiers, who know firsthand the horrors of battle,
understand that its so-called glories are mere “immemorial
shames” wrought by “superhuman inhumanities.” War, in Owen’s
portrayal, strips away humanity’s essence, forcing individuals into
roles of ruthless killers or helpless victims, often for reasons that

seem futile or obscure.

The title Spring Offensive itself carries a bitter irony. On one level,
it refers to a military assault; on another, it symbolizes humanity’s
offense against the natural world. The gentle “May breeze” and
images of springtime vitality stand in stark contrast to the carnage
that follows. Owen’s inclusion of harmful insects like “wasps” and

midges” serves as a metaphor for the constant presence of pain

and suffering, even amidst beauty.

The poem reaches its climax with a haunting depiction of the
attack. Some soldiers die and pass into what Owen describes as a

hellish underworld, while others survive and return, forever

scarred. Owen writes: HIPPOCR
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Of them who running on that last high place...
With superhuman inhumanities.

The imagery of soldiers “plungling] and [falling] away past this
world’s verge” suggests a literal and metaphorical crossing into
another realm. Owen’s narrator, however, remains ambivalent
about the comforting idea that “God caught them before they fell.”
This ambiguity reflects the tension between belief and doubt that

pervades much of Owen’s work.

Critics such as Dominic Hibberd and others have noted that Owen’s
depiction of nature in Spring Offensive is deeply unsettling. While
T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land explores April as the "cruellest month"
in a psychological and symbolic sense, Owen presents spring’s
cruelty in a starkly literal manner. The season, often associated
with rebirth and renewal, becomes the backdrop for death and

destruction, deepening the premonition of Owen’s own tragic end.

In Spring Offensive, Owen masterfully intertwines the natural
world with the devastation of mechanized warfare to create a
profound reflection on the fragility of life and the inhumanity of
battle. The poem’s enduring power lies in its unnerving portrayal
of nature’s indifference to human suffering and its poignant
reminder of the futility and waste of war. As Dominic Hibberd
eloquently states, “Spring Offensive” is an unnerving depiction of

nature’s indifference to human conflict, where the soldiers’ brief
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* moment of peace 1is brutally shattered by the eruption of

T

. mechanized warfare,
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From Myth to Reality: Mahasweta Devi’s Transformation of
Draupadi

Priti Jana

Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi, one of her most powerful short stories,
reimagines the legendary Draupadi from the Indian epic
Mahabharata. Devi draws upon this mythological figure, situating
her within the socio-political realities of postcolonial India and
transforming her into Dopdi Mejhen, a tribal woman and political
revolutionary. Through this transformation, Devi critiques systemic
oppression, patriarchy, and state violence while emphasizing the
resilience and agency of marginalized women. This essay examines
how Devi reshapes the myth of Draupadi, anchoring her in a
contemporary context to amplify the voices of the dispossessed

and confront oppressive structures.

In the Mahabharata, Draupadi is a pivotal character celebrated for
her beauty, wit, and unyielding spirit. She symbolizes strength and
resistance, particularly in the episode of the dice game where she
is disrobed in the Kaurava court. Her defiance and questions of
justice have established her as a figure of dignity and courage in
Indian mythology. However, her agency is often constrained by
patriarchal frameworks, as she is primarily defined through her

roles as a wife and queen.

Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi deconstructs this traditional image,

T T

liberating the character from the confines of mythological

grandeur and placing her within the gritty realities"PROfRENE
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contemporary India. By renaming her Dopdi, Devi signals a shift
from the mythical to the modern, focusing on the lived

experiences of marginalized communities.

Dopdi Mejhen is a Santhal tribal woman actively involved in the
Naxalite movement, fighting against feudal exploitation and state
oppression. Unlike the mythical Draupadi, Dopdi is neither a queen
nor a figure of privilege; she is a guerrilla fighter and a symbol of
resistance for her community. This transformation underscores the
universality of oppression across class, caste, and gender while
highlighting the power of marginalized individuals to challenge and

resist systemic injustice.

Dopdi’s identity as a tribal woman is deeply significant. Tribals in
India have historically endured displacement, exploitation, and the
erasure of their cultural identity. By situating Dopdi within this
context, Devi foregrounds the intersectionality of oppression.
Dopdi’s struggles as a tribal woman expose the compounded
marginalization she faces, caught between patriarchy and caste-

based hierarchies.

One of the most striking aspects of Draupadi is its radical
redefinition of the female body as a site of resistance. In the story,
Dopdi is captured by the police and subjected to brutal sexual
violence. However, Devi subverts the narrative of victimhood

typically associated with such violence. Dopdi refuses to be silenced

T

or shamed by her assault; instead, she weaponizes her naked,

wounded body to confront her oppressors. APFOIRENE
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In the climactic scene, Dopdi rejects Senanayak’s demand to clothe
herself, defiantly declaring, “What more can you do? Come on,
counter me—come on, counter me!” This act of defiance transforms
her wvulnerability into strength, turning the tables on her
oppressors. By reclaiming her body and rejecting imposed shame,
Dopdi shifts from being a victim to a victor, challenging not only
her immediate assailants but also the broader systems of patriarchy

and state violence that seek to subjugate women.

Devi’s Draupadi is a searing critique of the state apparatus and its
complicity in perpetuating feudal and patriarchal oppression.
Senanayak, the officer representing the state, is depicted as a
detached and calculating figure, embodying the dehumanizing force
of systemic violence. Yet, his authority is ultimately undermined by
Dopdi’s refusal to conform to his expectations of submission. Her
defiance strips the state’s machinery of its facade of power,

exposing its moral and ethical hollowness.

Mahasweta Devi’s story is a powerful feminist reclamation that
reimagines the mythical Draupadi as a modern icon of resistance.
While the Draupadi of the Mahabharata is often celebrated for her
chastity and devotion to her husbands, Dopdi is a figure of
unrelenting defiance who does not seek validation or protection
from male figures. Instead, she asserts her autonomy and identity

in the face of insurmountable odds.

T T

This feminist reimagining is particularly significant within Indian

literature and society, where women’s bodies have long bgesfrene
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viewed as symbols of honor and shame. By rejecting these
patriarchal constructs, Devi’s Dopdi challenges the logic that
equates a woman’s worth with her bodily integrity. Her defiance is
a call to action, inspiring women to resist and subvert the

structures that seek to oppress them.

Mahasweta Devi’s transformation of Draupadi into Dopdi Mejhen
bridges the gap between myth and reality, situating themes of the
Mahabharata within the struggles of modern society. The story
highlights the continuity of systemic oppression, whether
perpetrated by ancient Kaurava kings or contemporary state

authorities.

At the same time, Draupadi celebrates the timeless spirit of
resistance embodied by women like Dopdi. By placing her in a
contemporary context, Devi underscores that the fight against
injustice is not confined to the past; it is an ongoing struggle

demanding courage, resilience, and solidarity.

The Romantic Age
Itisha Dey

The term "Romantic" refers to the distinctive group of writers who
flourished during the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
Interestingly, there was no self-styled "Romantic movement"
during this time, nor did the prominent writers of the era identify
themselves as Romantics. The distinction between the organic,

plastic qualities of Romantic art and the mechanical naturﬁlppoogR
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classicism was formally established only after August Wilhelm von
Schlegel's Vienna lectures of 1808-1809. Many of the leading
writers of this age envisioned a new world, embracing ideals like
freedom across various domains of human endeavor. They sought
the source of poetry in unique, individual experiences, setting the

poet apart from others by the intensity of their perceptions.

During this era, poetry was regarded as a form of truth, judged by
its sincerity and its ability to convey deep emotion. Romantic poets
placed significant emphasis on feeling, as seen in Robert Burns'
works, which continued the earlier "cult of sensibility." Even
Alexander Pope admired his father's profound emotional
expression, calling it "the language of the heart." However,
Romanticism gave a distinct emphasis to feeling, which became a

defining characteristic of poetry in this period.

William  Wordsworth ~ famously  described poetry as the
"spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings," while John Stuart
Mill, in 1833, referred to poetry as “feeling itself,” using thought as
its medium of expression. This understanding elevated the lyric
form, emphasizing its capacity to express profound emotions.
Romanticism also marked a shift from the mimetic, imitative focus
of the Neoclassical era to a new emphasis on imagination. Samuel
Taylor Coleridge considered imagination the supreme poetic
quality—a quasi-divine creative force that endowed the poet with a

godlike stature. In contrast to Samuel Johnson's view of poetry as a

T

combination of "invention, imagination, and judgment," WﬂLilglpfgCRENE
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Blake declared, “One power alone makes a poet: Imagination, the

Divine Vision.”

Romantic poets valued the workings of the unconscious mind,
dreams, reveries, the supernatural, and the childlike or primitive
perspective. They saw these states as unspoiled by the constraints
of civilized reason, allowing for greater clarity and emotional
intensity. This shift also influenced their approach to poetic form.
If poetry was to be spontaneous, sincere, and intense, it had to
follow the creative imagination's dictates rather than rigid classical
conventions. Wordsworth advised aspiring poets to "trust those
feelings," suggesting that their poems would naturally take shape
as a tree grows from its vital principles. This organic view opposed
the classical theory of genres, where each had its own linguistic

decorum.

A key concept in Romantic poetry is the sublime, referring to the
use of language and description that evokes ideas and emotions
transcending ordinary experience. Often associated with grandeur,
the sublime can also encompass grotesque or unusual elements
that take readers beyond themselves. Although the concept has
older roots, Edmund Burke’s 1757 treatise popularized it, and it
was later embraced by Immanuel Kant and Romantic writers like
William Wordsworth.

Romantic poetry also stood in contrast to the intellectual and

T T

reason-driven poetry of the Neoclassical period. It emerged as a

passionate response against the rigid norms of the 18th centiff§crRene
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William J. Long described the Romantic movement as a protest
against the “bondage of rule and custom” that sought to fetter the

human spirit in science, theology, and literature.

Romantic poets such as John Keats, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and
Percy Bysshe Shelley valued imagination as a primary source of
inspiration. Love for nature was another defining feature of their
work, though they approached it with varied perspectives.
Wordsworth viewed nature as a living entity, a teacher, and a
spiritual guide. His works, such as The Prelude, explore this deeply.
In The Tables Turned, he asserts:

One impulse from the vernal wood
Can teach you more of man,

Of moral evil and good,

Than all the sages can.

Melancholy was a recurring theme in Romantic poetry, often
serving as a source of inspiration. Nostalgia and medievalism also
characterized the Romantic imagination. Poets like John Keats and
Samuel Taylor Coleridge found inspiration in exotic, isolated, and
mysterious settings, frequently looking back to the Middle Ages.
Keats’ La Belle Dame sans Merci and Coleridge’s medieval elements
in The Rime of the Ancient Mariner exemplify this tendency.
Similarly, Romantic poets were fascinated by classical Greece. John

Keats’ Ode on a Grecian Urn reflects this enduring allure through

T

its allusions to Greek art and culture.
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The supernatural was another hallmark of Romantic poetry.
Coleridge, in particular, incorporated magical and otherworldly
elements, as seen in his poem Kubla Khan. For the Romantics,
poetry was a deeply personal expression of emotion, imagination,
and feeling. It challenged the objectivity of Neoclassical poetry,
emphasizing the mystical, subjective, and emotional dimensions of

human experience.

The Romantic Age represented a transformative period in literary
history, celebrating the depth of human emotion, the beauty of the
natural world, and the boundless power of imagination. By
prioritizing individuality and creativity, it marked a departure from
the rationality of preceding eras. The legacy of Romanticism
continues to influence modern thought and culture, inspiring a
deeper appreciation for personal expression and the transcendent

aspects of human existence.

Victorian Age

Anwesha Saha

The Victorian Age, spanning from 1837 to 1901, was a period of
profound transformation and development in British history,
coinciding with the reign of Queen Victoria. This era was marked
by significant changes in the social, economic, political, and
cultural domains, largely driven by the Industrial Revolution,
expanding imperialism, and evolving moral and intellectual values.

This exploration delves into the essence of the Victorian Age,
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encapsulating its major characteristics, challenges, and enduring

legacy.

At the heart of the Victorian Age lay the Industrial Revolution,
which reached its zenith during this period. This economic
upheaval fundamentally altered the British landscape, transforming
it from an agrarian society into the world’s leading industrial
power. Innovations in technology, such as the steam engine,
mechanized  textile  production, and  advancements in
transportation, revolutionized both production and trade. Railways,
steamships, and telegraph networks not only boosted commerce

but also reshaped communication and mobility.

The economic boom brought unprecedented wealth to Britain,
establishing it as the “workshop of the world.” However, this
prosperity was not equally distributed. The working class often
labored under harsh conditions in factories and mines, enduring
long hours, low wages, and unsafe environments. The stark
contrast between the affluence of industrialists and the plight of

workers underscored the socio-economic inequalities of the era.

The Victorian Age also witnessed profound shifts in the class
structure, with the rise of the industrial bourgeoisie and the
expansion of the middle class. As capitalism flourished, wealth and
power gradually shifted from the aristocracy to industrialists and
entrepreneurs. This created opportunities for upward mobility but

also reinforced class distinctions.
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Social reform became a pressing issue during this time. Campaigns
to improve working conditions, regulate child labor, and provide
education for the poor gained momentum. Notable legislative
milestones included the Factory Acts, which curtailed exploitative
practices, and the Education Act of 1870, which laid the foundation

for compulsory schooling.

Philanthropy and social activism, often driven by the moral and
religious fervor of the era, played a critical role in addressing
societal challenges. Figures like Florence Nightingale, Elizabeth Fry,
and Lord Shaftesbury epitomized the humanitarian spirit of the

period, advocating for health, prison reform, and workers’ rights.

Victorian society was characterized by a strong emphasis on
morality, respectability, and decorum. These values were deeply
intertwined with the era’s dominant religious ethos, particularly
Evangelical Christianity. The “ideal Victorian” was expected to

embody virtues such as self-discipline, thrift, and modesty.

This moral framework extended to family life, where distinct
gender roles were emphasized. Men were seen as breadwinners and
public figures, while women were idealized as the guardians of
domestic virtue. The “separate spheres” ideology reinforced these
roles, shaping societal expectations and limiting women’s

opportunities in public and professional domains.

Despite these rigid norms, the Victorian Age also witnessed the

T

early stirrings of feminist movements. Pioneers like the suffraglipsl,)%sc .
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and advocates for women’s education, including Mary
Wollstonecraft and later John Stuart Mill, challenged traditional
gender roles, laying the groundwork for future advancements in

gender equality.

Victorian literature and the arts flourished, reflecting the
complexities and contradictions of the era. This period is often
regarded as the golden age of the novel, with authors such as
Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Thomas Hardy, and the Bronté
sisters capturing the struggles and aspirations of individuals in an

industrializing society.

Victorian literature often explored themes of social justice,
morality, and human resilience. Dickens' Oliver Twist and Hard
Times exposed the harsh realities of poverty and industrialization,
while Eliot’s Middlemarch delved into the intricacies of human
relationships and societal constraints. The gothic and sensationalist
trends, exemplified by works like Emily Bront&’s Wuthering Heights
and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, highlighted the darker aspects of

the human psyche and Victorian anxieties.

The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood and the Arts and Crafts movement
sought to challenge the industrial aesthetic by returning to
medieval and naturalistic inspirations. Meanwhile, poets such as
Alfred Lord Tennyson, Robert Browning, and Elizabeth Barrett

Browning addressed themes of love, loss, and existential inquiry.

T
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The Victorian Age was also a time of remarkable scientific and
intellectual advancement. Figures such as Charles Darwin, Michael
Faraday, and James Clerk Maxwell revolutionized fields ranging
from biology to electromagnetism. Darwin’s theory of evolution,
articulated in On the Origin of Species (1859), challenged
traditional religious views on creation and sparked widespread

debate about the compatibility of science and faith.

This tension between science and religion characterized much of
Victorian intellectual life. While many sought to reconcile the two
through frameworks like Natural Theology, others questioned long-
standing beliefs, leading to a growing secularization of thought.
The era also saw the emergence of utilitarianism, championed by
thinkers like Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill, which
emphasized rationality and the greatest good for the greatest

number.

The Victorian Age marked the height of the British Empire, often
referred to as the "Pax Britannica." Britain controlled vast
territories across Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the Pacific,
exerting immense political, economic, and cultural influence
globally. Imperialism was justified by a sense of racial and cultural

superiority, encapsulated in the notion of the "civilizing mission."

This expansion brought wealth and resources to Britain but also

perpetuated exploitation, subjugation, and resistance in colonized

T T

regions. The Indian Rebellion of 1857, for example, exposed the

tensions underlying colonial rule, while the Scramble for Aﬂﬂ't%RéNE
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highlighted the competitive and often brutal nature of imperial

ambitions.

Victorian explorers, missionaries, and administrators contributed to
a global exchange of ideas, goods, and practices, but this often
came at the cost of cultural erasure and economic dependency in

colonized nations.

The Victorian Age left a lasting impact on modern society. Its
advancements in industry, technology, and infrastructure laid the
foundation for contemporary economies. The social reforms
initiated during this period paved the way for modern welfare

systems and labor rights.

Culturally, Victorian literature, art, and architecture continue to
resonate, offering insights into the human condition and societal
dynamics. The era’s moral and intellectual debates, particularly
concerning the role of religion, science, and ethics, remain relevant

in discussions about modernity and progress.

However, the Victorian Age also left behind a legacy of unresolved
issues, including the inequalities of industrial capitalism, the
consequences of imperialism, and the rigid gender norms that
constrained individual freedoms. Contemporary critiques often
highlight these aspects, urging a nuanced understanding of the
period.

T T

The Victorian Age was a complex and transformative era, defined

by its achievements and contradictions. It encapsulated HEPRERENE
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optimism and challenges of a society undergoing rapid change,
grappling with the tensions between tradition and innovation,
morality and pragmatism, and local and global dynamics. By
examining this period in its entirety, we gain not only a deeper
appreciation of its contributions but also a critical lens through
which to understand its shortcomings and their implications for

our world today.

Jacobean Drama

Ivina Parveen

Jacobean drama presents a deglamorized vision of the Renaissance
in the first half of the 17th century. It is marked by the reign of
James I, the successor of Queen Elizabeth to the throne of England.
The term "Jacobean" is derived from the Greek form of James,
"JTacob." The English society underwent significant changes on
socio-economic, political, and religious fronts following the death
of Queen Elizabeth. The peace and tranquility in society were
severely disturbed, and human relationships deteriorated to their
lowest ebb. Norms and principles were disregarded, and a reign of
terror and anarchy loomed large, crippling the economy and

causing irreparable damage to the state’s finances.

Politically, the situation worsened further due to the growing rift
between the king and Parliament. Queen Elizabeth had skillfully

won the confidence of Parliament, using her talent and ins{%},}&R .
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something her successor lacked. This led to a division between the
two power centers. James I firmly believed in the concept of the
divine right of kings and considered himself the chief arbiter of
justice, with no room for dissent in his jurisdiction. He was
unwilling to compromise with Parliament, which deepened the
conflict between the two forces. This tension negatively impacted
welfare programs and caused panic among the population. The
king’s increasing apathy and negligence toward the interests of the
masses enhanced their fears that the welfare of the people was no

longer a priority in his agenda.

Religious divisions also worsened during this period. James I was
an ardent admirer of Roman Catholicism, and individuals showing
strong affinity for Catholicism were elevated to higher positions in
the royal hierarchy, sending a troubling message to those faithful
to other religious sects. The Protestants, Anglicans, and Calvinists
accused the monarch of favoritism toward Catholicism, which was
becoming the de facto state religion, further alienating other sects.
The religious discord led to infighting among these groups, who
fought for supremacy while the interests of non-Catholic religious

communities were severely undermined.

Thus, the Jacobean period painted a grim picture of society. The
policies of James I divided the population into independent factions
that quarreled with one another, eroding the warmth and vitality

of the community. Moral values no longer held appeal; money

T

reigned supreme, and people were willing to compromise tlhp%%rCR -
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'~ principles to achieve their objectives. Human relationships were °
~ brought into question. This socio-political backdrop became the °

- foundation upon which Jacobean drama was built.

~ Notable playwrights of the Jacobean era, such as Ben Jonson, John °
- Webster, Philip Massinger, Thomas Middleton, John Fletcher, John °
" Marston, and John Ford, contributed significantly to the

~ development of Jacobean drama.

Despite the contributions of these playwrights, the Jacobean period
witnessed a steep decline in the quality of drama. Playwrights
attempted to meet the desires of their audience but often failed, as
" they lacked the organic unity that great art demands. After -
Shakespeare, no playwright emerged capable of filling the void he
left, signaling the decline of the drama. The plot construction of
many Jacobean plays shows a complete lack of coherence. Though
" there were effective episodes, structural harmony was often
missing in their works. With the exception of Ben Jonson’s Theé
Alchemist and Volpone, and Webster’'s The White Devil, no drama
~ of this period reached the heights of Shakespeare’s achievements. -
The balance Shakespeare struck between romance and realism was
poorly replaced by either narrow social activities or excessive
romanticism. The Puritan opposition to drama also contributed to
the decline of Jacobean theater. Puritans regarded drama as the

- work of the devil and sought to avoid it entirely.
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Metaphysical Poetry
Shuvayu Das

Metaphysical poetry is a distinctive genre of English poetry that
emerged in the late 16th and early 17th centuries, characterized by
its intellectual complexity, intricate imagery, and philosophical
themes. The term "metaphysical" was first used by critics like
Samuel Johnson to describe the works of poets such as John
Donne, George Herbert, Andrew Marvell, and Henry Vaughan.
These poets shared a common tendency to explore profound ideas
about love, religion, death, and the nature of existence through

innovative and unconventional techniques.

Metaphysical poetry is particularly renowned for its use of
"metaphysical conceits" — extended metaphors that create
surprising and often intellectual comparisons between seemingly
unrelated objects or ideas. For instance, in John Donne's poem A
Valediction: Forbidding Mourning, love is compared to a compass,
symbolizing the connection between two lovers even when they
are physically apart. This intellectual playfulness is a hallmark of

the genre.

The poetry often delves into abstract and philosophical concepts,
questioning the nature of existence, the human soul, and the
divine. Donne’s Holy Sonnets exemplify this tendency, grappling

with issues of mortality and faith. Similarly, George Herbert’s
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works explore the tension between human frailty and divine grace,

offering deep reflections on spirituality.

Metaphysical poets are also known for their wit and intellectual
agility. Their works frequently challenge readers with paradoxes,
ironies, and unexpected juxtapositions. For instance, Donne’s
famous lines “Death, be not proud, though some have called thee /
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so” from Death Be Not Proud
subvert the conventional fear of death by presenting it as

powerless and transient.

Unlike other poetic movements that prioritize either emotional
depth or intellectual rigor, metaphysical poetry skillfully combines
both. The poets engage with deeply personal emotions while
maintaining a reflective, analytical approach. This balance provides
their poetry with a timeless resonance, appealing both to the

intellect and the emotions of readers.

Many metaphysical poets, particularly George Herbert and Henry
Vaughan, infused their poetry with religious devotion. Herbert’s
The Temple is a collection of poems that meditates on the
relationship between humanity and God, blending personal struggle
with spiritual surrender. Vaughan’s poetry often reflects a mystical
connection with nature and the divine, as seen in works like 7he
Retreat, which expresses nostalgia for a lost sense of purity and

closeness to God.
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Metaphysical poetry left a lasting impact on the English literary
tradition. Its innovative use of language, form, and imagery
inspired later poets and movements. While initially criticized by
figures like Samuel Johnson for its obscurity and eccentricity, it
was later celebrated by modernist poets like T.S. Eliot, who

admired its intellectual rigor and emotional depth.

Through its enduring themes and inventive style, metaphysical
poetry continues to captivate and inspire audiences across
centuries. It represents a unique blend of intellect, emotion, and
philosophical inquiry, challenging readers to engage with complex

ideas and appreciate the beauty of unconventional expressions.

The Theme of Love in Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice
Puja Ghosh

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice is a timeless exploration of love,
presenting it as a multifaceted and transformative force. Through
the romantic journeys of her characters, Austen delves into various
dimensions of love, including its connection to respect,
understanding, and societal expectations. The novel examines how
true love can transcend prejudices, personal flaws, and societal

constraints.

The central love story between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy
highlights love as a process of personal growth. At the beginning

of the novel, Elizabeth is quick to judge Darcy as arrogant and

T

dismissive, while Darcy views Elizabeth as beneath his Sﬂﬁa%&émg
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standing. However, as the story progresses, both characters
undergo significant transformations. Darcy confronts his pride and
learns to express humility and generosity, as seen in his efforts to
save Elizabeth’s family from scandal without seeking recognition.
Similarly, Elizabeth learns to set aside her prejudice and recognize
Darcy’s true character. Their eventual union symbolizes the

triumph of love based on mutual respect and self-awareness.

In Austen’s era, love and marriage were often influenced by
financial security and social standing. This tension is evident in
several relationships within the novel. For example, Charlotte Lucas
marries Mr. Collins for practical reasons rather than affection,
highlighting the societal pressures faced by women. In contrast,
the love between Elizabeth and Darcy transcends such
considerations. Despite the initial obstacles posed by their differing
social positions, their relationship demonstrates the power of love
to challenge and overcome societal norms. Austen uses their love
story to advocate for marriages built on genuine affection and

understanding, rather than convenience or status.

Austen presents contrasting types of love through various

characters:

. Romantic Love. Elizabeth and Darcy’s love is portrayed as
ideal, growing through understanding and compromise.

. [Infatuation. Llydia Bennet and Mr. Wickham’s elopement

T

represents impulsive and superficial love, which ultimately

leads to instability. APFOIRENE
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. Pragmatic Love. Charlotte Lucas’s marriage to Mr. Collins
emphasizes the sacrifices women made to ensure financial

security.

By juxtaposing these relationships, Austen critiques superficial or
transactional love and celebrates relationships grounded in mutual

respect.

True love, in Austen’s view, is tied to character and morality. Mr.
Darcy’s initial proposal to Elizabeth, which emphasizes her inferior
connections, is rejected because it lacks sensitivity. However, his
subsequent actions—rooted in genuine care—demonstrate his moral
growth. Similarly, Elizabeth’s eventual acceptance of Darcy signifies
her ability to look beyond initial impressions and appreciate his

integrity.

The theme of love in Pride and Prejudice serves as the heart of the
novel, offering a nuanced portrayal of its various forms. Austen
champions love that fosters growth, equality, and understanding,
while critiquing societal constraints that hinder genuine
connection. Through the journeys of Elizabeth and Darcy, Austen
reminds readers that true love requires overcoming pride,
prejudice, and societal expectations. Her timeless insights into the

complexities of love continue to inspire readers today.

T
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Amar Jiban: The Mirror of 19th Century

Afrina Sultana

The first autobiographical work in Bengali literature, Amar jiban by
Rassundari Devi, represents a remarkable act of courage and
defiance against the patriarchal norms of 19th-century society. In
an era when women were confined to the shadows, expected to
speak under veils, and denied education, Rassundari Devi’s boldness
in penning and publishing her life story is truly praiseworthy. The
society of the 19th and early 20th centuries was especially
challenging for women, who were treated as if they were caged
birds, forced into child marriages, denied educational opportunities,
and expected to remain hidden from the public eye. Women were
expected to live under veils, even within their own homes, so that
no male member could hear them speak. Rassundari Devi, in Amar
Jiban, recalls that she was never permitted to speak face to face

with her husband, a reflection of the oppressive societal norms she

faced.

From an early age, Rassundari Devi had a deep desire for learning.
Despite the severe restrictions placed on her, she would observe
the teachers who came to her home to teach the boys Bengali and
Persian, learning the letters simply by listening. Her curiosity and

thirst for knowledge eventually led her to study the Chaitanya

T T

Bhagavata, practicing what she had learned by writing on the
kitchen wall. Through her struggle to learn and break free froRfreNe
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societal constraints, Rassundari Devi became an inspiration to
many women, encouraging them to pursue their own education

and self-improvement.

In Amar Jiban, Rassundari Devi chronicles the hardships she faced
as a woman, a child bride, a widow, a mother, and a housewife.
She details her emotional pain from being unable to visit her
maternal home, a privilege that was denied to her except on
special occasions. This custom haunted her throughout her life,
particularly when her mother was on her deathbed and eagerly
wished to see her, but Rassundari Devi was unable to fulfill that
wish. She was married at the age of twelve and, against her will,
sent to live with a family of strangers to serve them as a
housewife. This experience made her feel like a “caged bird.”
Additionally, she had to undergo the humiliating custom of shaving
her head upon the death of her husband, a practice that deeply

impacted her.

Rassundari Devi’s personal suffering led her to recognize and
acknowledge the pitiable condition of women in 19th- and early
20th-century Bengali society. Amar Jiban reveals the central role of
purdah (the veil system) in Bengali culture, which symbolized the
patriarchal dominance of the time. Remarkably, many women
accepted their subjugation as a duty toward their male
counterparts, considering the veil and their domestic confinement

as part of their responsibilities. The veil system not only

T

perpetuated gender inequality but also isolated women from -
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society, making them invisible and powerless. As Rassundari Devi
mentions, even in her own household, where she was married, she
was never allowed to speak face to face with her husband, a clear

indication of the extreme limitations placed on women.

The prevailing social norms within the traditional Bengali family,
as seen in the Ananthpur tradition, further enforced the separation
of genders. The male members of the family resided in the inner
and outer rooms, while the women, responsible for household
duties, were relegated to isolated spaces. This clear division of
roles reinforced the idea that a woman’s place was solely in the

home, performing domestic chores.

The 19th century in India, often considered a period of
renaissance, was marked by significant social, economic, and
political upheavals. These transformations led many women to step
into the public and private spheres with greater awareness and
introspection. The advent of the printing press and the rise of
literacy during this period facilitated the production of self-
narratives and autobiographies, as well as prison narratives. The
late 19th century saw the emergence of women writers, who began
to record their personal experiences in the form of
autobiographies, diaries, personal letters, and memoirs. This new
wave of educated women produced a large number of
autobiographies, further contributing to the growth of self-

expression and independence.
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Women like Rassundari Devi, Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain,
Sarojini Ghosh, and Annapurna Goswami were brave fighters who
challenged societal norms and fought for their rights. Their
struggles and triumphs are worthy of admiration, as they overcame
the obstacles that once held them back and cleared the path for
future generations of women. Their courage and perseverance
became a source of inspiration for successive generations, and their

legacies continue to shape the lives of women today.

Eternal Flames in Shadow: The Symbolism of Light and Darkness in
Romeo and Juliet
Ankita Kar

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Jjuliet is a timeless tale of love,
conflict, and tragedy, where light and darkness serve as powerful
symbols that underscore the emotional intensity, dichotomies of
life, and overarching themes of the play. Throughout the narrative,
light and darkness are not merely opposites; they become
metaphors for love, danger, passion, and fate. The interplay of
these motifs reflects the complexities of Romeo and Juliet’s
relationship, the societal forces that work against them, and the

ultimate tragedy of their story.

From the very beginning, Shakespeare employs imagery of light to
highlight the beauty and transcendence of love. Romeo frequently
describes Juliet as a source of radiance that illuminates his world.

Upon first seeing Juliet, he declares:

HIPPOCR
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"0, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!
It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night

Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope's ear." (Act 1, Scene 5)

Here, Juliet’s beauty is likened to a luminous jewel shining against
the darkness of the night. Romeo’s imagery elevates Juliet to a
heavenly level, portraying her as a source of light that not only
illuminates but also inspires awe. This metaphor suggests that
Juliet’s presence transforms the mundane into something

extraordinary, symbolizing the transformative power of love.

Light is also used to signify hope and the promise of a brighter
future. When Romeo later compares Juliet to the rising sun, he
says:

"But, soft! what light through yonder window breaks?

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun." (Act 2, Scene 2)

By likening Juliet to the sun, Romeo suggests that she is the center
of his universe, a source of life and vitality. Her light dispels the
metaphorical darkness in his life, offering warmth and clarity. This
recurring association of Juliet with light reflects the purity and

intensity of their love.

T
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While light represents love and beauty, darkness often serves as a
protective cloak for Romeo and Juliet’s forbidden relationship. The
lovers meet, confess their love, and plan their future under the
cover of night. The darkness provides them with the privacy and
secrecy they need to defy their feuding families and societal
expectations. For instance, their most iconic interaction—the
balcony scene—occurs at night, emphasizing the clandestine nature

of their love.

In this scene, Romeo declares:

"I have night's cloak to hide me from their sight;

And but thou love me, let them find me here:

My life were better ended by their hate,

Than death prorogued, wanting of thy love." (Act 2, Scene 2)

Romeo acknowledges the danger of being discovered but finds
solace in the darkness, which conceals him from the hostile eyes of
the Capulets. Darkness, in this context, becomes a double-edged
symbol. While it offers protection, it also underscores the peril of
their love. The very secrecy that allows their relationship to
flourish ultimately isolates them from the world, leading to tragic

misunderstandings and their untimely deaths.

Shakespeare’s use of light and darkness is not confined to their

T

literal meanings; it serves to illustrate the dualities of life—love
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~ and hate, joy and sorrow, life and death. Romeo and Juliet’s love, °
while bright and radiant, exists in a world overshadowed by the
darkness of their families’ feud. This juxtaposition highlights the
tension between the lovers’ private world of light and the public

world of conflict and hatred.

* The theme of light and darkness also mirrors the cyclical nature of
their relationship. Their moments of happiness and connection are /
often bathed in light, while tragedy and separation are shrouded in
darkness. For example, as dawn breaks after their wedding night, /
' Romeo and Juliet face the inevitability of parting. Juliet laments:

"It is not yet near day:

It was the nightingale, and not the lark,

That pierced the fearful hollow of thine ear." (Act 3, Scene 5)

Here, Juliet clings to the darkness of night, as it allows her to stay
with Romeo a little longer. The coming of light, signified by the
lark, heralds their separation and the beginning of their tragic
* downfall. This interplay underscores the bittersweet nature of their °
love—moments of joy are fleeting and inevitably give way to

" SOrrow.

The motifs of light and darkness also intertwine with the theme of
fate, a central force in Romeo and Juliet. The characters are
~ described as "star-crossed lovers," suggesting that their destinies -
are governed by celestial forces. Light imagery often takes on an

- ominous tone, forewarning the tragedy that looms over their lo"U@’OCRENE
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For instance, Juliet foresees her fate when she says:

"Give me my Romeo; and, when he shall die,

Take him and cut him out in little stars,

And he will make the face of heaven so fine

That all the world will be in love with night." (Act 3, Scene 2)

Here, the imagery of stars and night foreshadows Romeo’s death
and the eternal nature of their love. Juliet’s words suggest that
their love will transcend earthly boundaries, shining eternally in
the heavens. However, this vision of everlasting light is only
achievable through their deaths, reinforcing the tragic inevitability
of their fate.

Similarly, Romeo’s final words invoke the imagery of light and
darkness:
"Thus with a kiss I die." (Act 5, Scene 3)

In this moment, the extinguishing of Romeo’s life can be seen as
the fading of a bright light. The interplay of light and darkness
reaches its zenith in the play’s conclusion, where the lovers’ deaths
bring both an end to their suffering and a resolution to their

families’ feud.

Shakespeare’s masterful use of light and darkness in Romeo and
Juliet elevates the play beyond a simple love story, transforming it

into a profound exploration of human emotions and the forces that

T

shape our lives. Light symbolizes the purity, beauty, and
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transcendence of Romeo and Juliet’s love, while darkness serves as
both a protector and a harbinger of doom. Together, these motifs
reflect the dualities of love and hate, joy and sorrow, and life and
death. Through the interplay of light and darkness, Shakespeare
not only deepens our understanding of the characters’ emotions
but also underscores the inevitability of their fate. The luminous
love of Romeo and Juliet shines brightly, yet it is ultimately
consumed by the darkness of their circumstances. In the end, their
story becomes a poignant reminder of the fragility of life and the

enduring power of love, even in the face of tragedy.

Trapped in Isolation: The Multifaceted Alienation in Kafka’s The
Metamorphosis
Debjit Mondal

Franz Kafka’s novella The Metamorphosis is a profound exploration
of alienation, an existential condition that dominates modern life.
Alienation, in its various forms—social, familial, and existential—
permeates the narrative and underscores the protagonist Gregor
Samsa’s tragic transformation. As Gregor wakes up to find himself
turned into a monstrous insect, his physical metamorphosis
becomes a symbol of the alienation he has endured throughout his
life. Kaftka uses this grotesque transformation as a powerful
metaphor to examine the fractures in relationships, societal

expectations, and individual identity.

One of the central manifestations of alienation in The

Metamorphosis is Gregor’s estrangement from society. A%'PP%RENE
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traveling salesman, Gregor is overburdened by the demands of his
job, which keeps him isolated from meaningful human connections.
Even before his transformation, Gregor’s life is marked by a
relentless routine of work and sacrifice. His relationships with
colleagues and clients are transactional, devoid of personal warmth
or understanding. Kafka’s depiction of Gregor’s professional life
critiques the dehumanizing nature of capitalism, which reduces

individuals to mere cogs in a machine.

The reaction of Gregor’s employer to his transformation further
emphasizes this societal alienation. When Gregor fails to show up
for work, his manager arrives at his home, not out of concern, but
to chastise him for his absence. This scene highlights how Gregor’s
value in the eyes of society is tied solely to his ability to work and
contribute economically. Once he becomes physically incapable of
fulfilling this role, he is rendered useless and cast aside, illustrating

the cold indifference of a society driven by profit and productivity.

Perhaps the most poignant aspect of Gregor’s alienation is his
estrangement from his family. Before his transformation, Gregor
bears the financial burden of supporting his parents and sister,
Grete. While his sacrifices suggest a sense of duty and love, they
also point to a lack of reciprocity in his familial relationships.
Gregor’s family views him primarily as a provider, valuing him for

what he can do for them rather than for who he is.

T T

After his transformation, Gregor’s alienation becomes painfully

explicit. His family, horrified by his insect form, begins to t*t‘%"é)ERéNE
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him as an object of disgust rather than a loved one. Initially, Grete
shows some compassion, feeding Gregor and cleaning his room.
However, her care gradually gives way to resentment and neglect
as the burden of Gregor’s condition becomes too much for her to
bear. Grete’s eventual declaration that they must get rid of Gregor

marks the culmination of his complete alienation from his family.

Kafka uses the family’s rejection of Gregor to explore the fragility
of familial bonds when faced with adversity. The transformation
exposes the underlying selfishness and conditional nature of their
love. Gregor’s parents and sister are unwilling to accept him in his
new form, as it disrupts their lives and challenges their sense of
normalcy. This dynamic reflects a broader commentary on how
families often fail to provide unconditional support, particularly

when an individual no longer fits societal or familial expectations.

At its core, The Metamorphosis is a meditation on existential
alienation—the profound sense of disconnection from oneself and
the world. Gregor’s transformation into an insect serves as a
physical manifestation of his inner estrangement. Even before his
metamorphosis, Gregor feels trapped in a meaningless existence,
working tirelessly to pay off his family’s debts while harboring
unfulfilled dreams and desires. His insect form amplifies this sense
of entrapment, as he becomes literally and figuratively unable to

communicate or connect with others.

T T

Kafka’s portrayal of Gregor’s internal struggle mirrors the
existentialist notion of absurdity—the idea that human beifig§rene
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search for meaning in a universe that offers none. Gregor’s
transformation isolates him further from any semblance of purpose
or identity, leaving him to grapple with his new reality in solitude.
The alienation he experiences is not just from others but also from
himself. His inability to reconcile his human consciousness with his
insect body underscores the existential dilemma of living in a

world that often feels indifferent and incomprehensible.

While Gregor’s plight is uniquely grotesque, Kafka uses it to
comment on the universal experience of alienation in the modern
world. The novella resonates with readers because it taps into the
shared feelings of isolation and disconnection that characterize
contemporary life. Kafka’s depiction of alienation transcends the
specific circumstances of Gregor’s transformation, offering a
broader critique of societal structures that prioritize efficiency,
conformity, and material success over individuality and genuine

connection.

Gregor’s story also invites reflection on the ways in which people
alienate those who are different or inconvenient. His family’s
rejection of him parallels societal tendencies to marginalize and
exclude those who do not fit conventional norms. Kafka’s
exploration of this theme is a poignant reminder of the importance
of empathy and understanding in overcoming the barriers that

alienation creates.

T T

In The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka masterfully weaves the theme

of alienation into every aspect of the narrative, creating?P%RENE
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" profound and unsettling exploration of the human condition. -
Through Gregor Samsa’s transformation and subsequent isolation,
Kafka examines the ways in which societal, familial, and existential
forces contribute to feelings of disconnection and estrangement.
" The novella’s enduring relevance lies in its ability to illuminate the *
alienation that pervades modern life, offering a poignhant critique
éof the systems and relationships that fail to nurture humané
connection. Ultimately, The Metamorphosis is a haunting reminder
~ of the need for compassion and understanding in a world often

- marked by indifference and exclusion.

- Middle English Period Literature

' Disha Lama

The Middle English Period (1066-1500) represents a transformative
éera in English literary history, bridging the gap between Old;
" English and Modern English. Beginning with the Norman Conquest -
of England in 1066, this period brought profound political, social,
and linguistic changes. The fusion of Anglo-Saxon traditions with
Norman-French culture significantly shaped the development of a
* dynamic literary tradition, making this era an essential chapter in

~ the evolution of English literature.

The Middle English Period witnessed significant linguistic changes.
- The Old English spoken by the Anglo-Saxons gradually gave way to
* Middle English, a language heavily influenced by Norman French,

HIPPOCRENE
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This linguistic shift introduced new vocabulary, simplified
grammar, and made English more accessible to a broader audience.
Middle English became the medium for both religious and secular
literary expression, marking a departure from the Latin-dominated

texts of earlier periods.

Religious themes dominated much of the early literature of this
period, reflecting the deeply spiritual nature of medieval society.
Works such as Ancrene Wisse, a guide for anchoresses, and various
homilies and hymns emphasized moral instruction and piety. The
influence of the Church is also evident in the morality plays,
miracle plays, and mystery plays that were performed to teach
biblical stories and moral lessons to largely illiterate audiences.
These forms of drama laid the groundwork for the later

development of English theatre.

As the period progressed, secular literature gained prominence.
The chivalric romances, which celebrated ideals of knighthood,
courtly love, and adventure, became increasingly popular. One of
the most famous examples of this genre is Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight, an anonymous alliterative poem that explores
themes of honor, courage, and human fallibility. Similarly, the
Pearl Poet, who wrote Sir Gawain, contributed to the rich tapestry
of Middle English literature with works such as Pear/ and Patience

(Spearing, 1970).

T T

The crowning achievement of Middle English literature is
undoubtedly Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. Writteti"iatReNe
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~ the late 14th century, this collection of stories presents a vivid °
portrayal of medieval society through the diverse perspectives of
its characters. Chaucer’s use of Middle English vernacular elevated
the language to a respected literary medium and showcased its
versatility. His work captures the complexities of human nature,

blending humor, satire, and moral reflection (Cooper, 1989).

- Other notable works from this period include Piers Plowman by °
William Langland, a deeply allegorical poem that critiques social
inequality and corruption within the Church. Langland’s worké
* resonates with the struggles of the common people and reflects the
socio-political tensions of the time. The anonymous Morteé
d’Arthur, a prose account of King Arthur’s life and deeds, also
emerged during this period and contributed to the enduring legend

of Arthurian romance (Benson, 1982).

Middle English literature is characterized by its diversity of genres
and themes. While religious devotion remained central, the
gexploration of human experiences and emotions became more;
* pronounced. The period also witnessed the growth of literary -
forms such as the fabliau—a short, comedic tale—and the ballad, a
narrative folk song that often addressed themes of love, heroism,

" and tragedy.

~ The Middle English Period was a pivotal era that shaped the
 trajectory of English literature. The blending of Anglo-Saxon and
' Norman traditions created fertile ground for linguistic and literary -

~ innovation. From the spiritual depth of religious texts to "EPRERENE
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vibrant storytelling of Chaucer, Middle English literature reflects
the dynamic and evolving identity of medieval England. Its legacy
continues to influence and inspire modern literary traditions,
showcasing the enduring power of storytelling and cultural

expression.

Fictional Literature as a Means of Escapism from the Stresses and
Complexities of Modern Relationships

Trilokesh Narayan Pramanik

Human relationships are a fundamental aspect of our lives,
bringing joy, love, and a sense of belonging. However, they can
also be a source of stress, anxiety, and emotional turmoil. The
complexities of human relationships, with their intricate web of
emotions, expectations, and conflicts, can often feel overwhelming,
In our increasingly interconnected world, the pressures of
maintaining relationships, navigating social dynamics, and
managing conflicts can take a significant toll on our mental and

emotional well-being.

One of the most enduring and universal means of escaping the
stresses and complexities of human relationships is through fiction.
Through fictional works, we can experience a range of emotions,
relationships, and conflicts, but in a safe, controlled, and
imaginative environment. Fiction allows us to explore complex

social dynamics, relationships, and emotions in a way that is both

T T

engaging and cathartic. Whether it is the immersive world of a

novel, the visual spectacle of a film, or the interactive landscapé"'@FR*fNE
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a video game, fiction provides us with a unique opportunity to
temporarily leave behind the burdens of our everyday lives. By
immersing ourselves in fictional worlds, we gain new insights,
perspectives, and empathy, all while experiencing the thrill of

exploration and discovery.

The concept of escapism is often associated with the idea of fleeing
or avoiding reality. However, escapism through fiction is more
complex and multifaceted. Rather than merely providing a means
of avoidance, fiction offers a way to engage with, process, and
make sense of the world around us. Throughout history, fiction has
played a significant role in shaping our understanding of ourselves
and the world. From the epic poems of ancient Greece to the
science fiction novels of the 21st century, fiction has provided a
platform for storytelling, social commentary, and personal

reflection.

The concept of escapism through fiction dates back to ancient
civilizations, where myths, legends, and oral traditions served as a
means of escaping the hardships and uncertainties of daily life.
Today, fictional literature continues to play a vital role in
providing readers with a temporary reprieve from the demands
and stresses of modern life. In a world where uncertainty and
unpredictability often reign supreme, fiction offers readers the
opportunity to immerse themselves in a carefully crafted narrative,

where the boundaries of reality are temporarily suspended.

Therefore, many authors and poets have produced works offeriﬁ%OaCR
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pathway for individuals to retire from the harshness of the modern
world, serving as a means to escape from the complexities of
modern relationships. Even the creators of these fictional works
often found comfort within the worlds they created. For instance,
C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia series was written as a means of
escapism from the trauma of World War 1 and the loss of his
mother. Similarly, J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series emerged
during a difficult time in her life when she was struggling as a
single mother living on welfare. Edgar Allan Poe’s works, such as
The Raven and The Tell-Tale Heart, reflect his own struggles with
loss, grief, and mental illness. Furthermore, John Keats’s poetry,
such as Ode to a Nightingale, reflects his own struggles with
illness, loss, and the transience of life. Emily Dickinson’s poetry,
known for its themes of death, loss, and isolation, also reflects her
desire to escape the constraints of her life to explore the world
through her imagination. W.B. Yeats’s poetry, including The Lake
Isle of Innisfree, reflects his desire to escape the modern world and
connect with nature and the spiritual realm. Many of these authors
and poets explored themes such as disconnection, isolation,
identity, belonging, mental health, and trauma in the context of

modern relationships.

Human relationships are inherently complex and multifaceted,
encompassing a wide range of emotions, needs, and expectations.
From romantic partnerships and family dynamics to friendships
and professional relationships, our interactions with others can be

a source of joy, support, and personal growth. However, tHe¥ER
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relationships can also be stressful, exhausting, and overwhelming.
One of the primal challenges of human relationships is the need to
navigate conflicting emotions, needs, and expectations. The
emotional labor involved in maintaining relationships can also be
exhausting. We may feel obligated to manage the emotions and
needs of others while navigating our own emotional landscape.
This can lead to emotional fatigue, burnout, and decreased mental
and physical well-being. The emotional intensity and investment
required in human relationships can also lead to feelings of
burnout and exhaustion. We may feel as though we are constantly
“on” and performing for others, without having the time and space
to recharge and prioritize our own needs. The pressure to present
a perfect image or maintain a certain reputation in our
relationships can be overwhelming. We may worry about being
hurt, rejected, or abandoned by others, which can create a sense of
hypervigilance and anxiety in our relationships. We play various
roles in different relationships—romantic partner, parent, child,
friend, colleague, or neighbor—each with its own set of
expectations, responsibilities, and emotional demands. These roles
and relationships may be shaped by gender, social class, ethnicity,
or other factors that can impact the distribution of power,
resources, and emotional labor. As we struggle to balance our own
needs with the expectations of others, we may experience feelings

of fragmentation, disconnection, and stress.

T T

Overall, human relationships are complex, dynamic, and

multifaceted. While relationships can bring immense joy, love, "fiefReNe
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' fulfillment, they also require effort, commitment, and emotional °
labor to maintain. Fictional literature has long served as a source
of comfort, solace, and escapism for individuals seeking to
temporarily leave behind the stresses and complexities of everyday
 life. Through its ability to provide readers with a sense of control
and agency, fictional literature transports them to new and
imaginative worlds and offers a unique perspective on modern life.
As such, fictional literature remains a vital and enduring part of

’ human culture and experience.

* Character of Maurya
' Chayanika Chakraborty

John Millington Synge (1871-1909) made significant contributions to
the development of Modern English drama. As a dramatist, Synge
consistently sought to fulfill the social obligations of literature
~ through his works. Under the guidance of W. B. Yeats, Synge -
traveled to the Aran Islands, where he gathered profound
experiences that highlighted the dire plight of human beings. He
" also explored the universal conflict between man and nature. At -
this point, one may recall his frequently cited play Riders to the
Sea, a one-act tragedy written in 1904. This play resonates on
multiple levels. On one level, it portrays the unequal confrontation
" between man and nature. On another, it showcases Synge’s -
maturation as a playwright, particularly through his art of
characterization. As a dramatist, Synge gives equal emphasis to the

’ portrayal of both major and minor characters, and among ﬂ%ﬁ%&RéNE
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the character of Maurya stands out for her indomitable human
spirit. The following analysis will delve into the various traits of

Maurya’s character.

Maurya’s character is introduced early in the play. At the opening,
the audience hears her mourning the loss of her son, Michael. For
the past nine days, Maurya has been lamenting his disappearance.
Each morning, she goes to the seashore in search of him. The Aran
Islanders hold a firm belief that the sea takes nothing and always
returns what it has taken. Cathleen and Nora, Maurya’s two
daughters, secretly examine the relics of a drowned man, which
the Young Priest has given them. The relics reveal the tragic truth:
Michael had drowned at sea, far off in Donegal. After the ninth day
of Michael’s departure, Maurya experiences a strange vision at the
seashore. She sees Michael’s ghost, seated on a grey pony and
draped in white cloth, followed by Bartley, who rides a red mare.
Maurya’s broken heart leads her to the realization that Michael is

no longer on this Earth.

At this point, Maurya faces a crisis as her last surviving son,
Bartley, is determined to cross the sea to attend the Galway fair,
intending to sell horses there. As a mother, Maurya is reluctant to
let her only remaining son sail into the perilous sea. However,
Cathleen and Nora, being younger, have no objections to Bartley’s
departure, as the family is suffering from starvation. Bartley

himself, with a sense of resignation, remarks, “Readiness is all.”

T
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After Bartley departs, Maurya is struck by the feeling that he will
never return. She even fails to offer him bread as she bids him
farewell. Maurya’s strange vision of Michael, combined with the
ominous sight of a star against the moon, foreshadows that when
the sun sets, she will be left with no sons on Earth. Maurya is
struck by the realization that in this strange universe, it is the

young who die, while the old are allowed to live much longer.

As the evening unfolds, Maurya’s premonition becomes a tragic
reality. Nine women enter her room, wailing in sorrow, followed
by a group of people carrying Bartley’s dead body, wrapped in wet
cloth. With this, Maurya’s cup of misery is full. In a philosophical
tone, she speaks the words, “No man at all can be leaving for ever,
and we must be satisfied.” In this moment of lamentation for
Bartley, Maurya mourns not only for him but for all those who
have left this world prematurely. In this way, Maurya assumes a

choric function, reflecting the collective grief of the community.

In a final analysis, Maurya can be seen as a round or dynamic
character. Her character undergoes a transformation as she adapts
to the changing circumstances and the passage of time. Maurya’s
growth throughout the play reveals her profound understanding of
the harsh realities of life, death, and loss.

T
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~ Wuthering Heights: The Windswept World of Wuthering Heights
* Rittika Mondal

" In the late winter months of 1801, a man named Lockwood rents a -
émanor house called Thrushcross Grange in the isolated mooré
country of England. Here, he meets his grim landlord, Heathcliff, a
~ wealthy man who resides in the ancient manor of Wuthering ’
Heights, located four miles away. In this wild, stormy landscape,
Lockwood asks his housekeeper, Nelly Dean, to tell him the story
of Heathcliff and the strange inhabitants of Wuthering Heights.
" Nelly agrees, and Lockwood writes down her account in his diary, -
which forms the bulk of Wuthering Heights. /

Nelly recalls her childhood as a servant at Wuthering Heights,
working for the owner of the manor, Mr. Earnshaw, and his family.
One day, Mr. Earnshaw goes to Liverpool and returns with an
" orphaned boy whom he decides to raise alongside his own
children. Initially, the Earnshaw children—a boy named Hindley
and his younger sister Catherine—despise the dark-skinned
Heathcliff. However, Catherine soon grows fond of him, and the
two become inseparable, spending their days playing on the moors.
éAfter Mrs. Earnshaw’s death, Mr. Earnshaw grows to favor;
éHeathcliff over his own son, and when Hindley continues hisé
cruelty toward Heathcliff, Mr. Earnshaw sends him away to college,

~ keeping Heathcliff close.

HIPPOCRENE
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" Three years later, Mr. Earnshaw dies, and Hindley inherits
Wuthering Heights. He returns with a wife, Frances, and
immediately seeks revenge on Heathcliff. Once an orphan and then
a pampered son, Heathcliff is now treated as a laborer and forced
" to work in the fields. Despite this, Heathcliff continues his close
relationship with Catherine. One evening, they wander to
Thrushcross Grange, hoping to provoke Edgar and Isabella Linton,
the cowardly and snobbish children who reside there. Catherine is
* bitten by a dog and is forced to stay at the Grange for five weeks
to recuperate. During this time, Mrs. Linton works to turn her into
a proper young lady. By the time Catherine returns, she has
become infatuated with Edgar, and her relationship with Heathcliff

’ becomes more complicated.

~ After Frances dies, giving birth to a son named Hareton, Hindley
falls into alcoholism and becomes increasingly cruel and abusive
toward Heathcliff. Catherine’s desire for social advancement
~ eventually leads her to become engaged to Edgar Linton, despite -
her overwhelming love for Heathcliff. Heathcliff runs away from
éWuthering Heights, staying away for three years, and returns

 shortly after Catherine and Edgar’s marriage.

Upon his return, Heathcliff immediately sets about seeking revenge
~ on all those who have wronged him. Having come into a vast and
émysterious fortune, he lends money to the drunken Hindley,;
knowing that Hindley will accumulate more debt and fall deeper
into despair. When Hindley dies, Heathcliff inherits Wuthering -

HIPPGCRENE

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\



\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

" Heights. He also secures his claim on Thrushcross Grange by °
marrying Isabella Linton, whom he treats with cruelty. Catherine
becomes ill, gives birth to a daughter, and dies. Heathcliff begs her
spirit to remain on Earth—no matter what form it may take—just
~ as long as she does not leave him. Shortly afterward, Isabella flees *
to London and gives birth to Heathcliff’s son, Linton, who she

- raises there.

éThirteen years later, Nelly serves as nursemaid to Catherine’s
daughter, who is now living at Thrushcross Grange. Young Cathy is
* beautiful and headstrong like her mother, but her temperament is -
softened by her father’s gentler influence. Cathy grows up at the
Grange with no knowledge of Wuthering Heights; one day,
however, she wanders through the moors, discovers the manor,
and meets Hareton, with whom she plays. Shortly thereafter,
Isabella dies, and Linton comes to live with Heathcliff. Heathcliff
gtreats his sickly and whining son even more cruelly than he

' treated the boy’s mother.

" Three years later, Cathy meets Heathcliff on the moors and visits -
Wuthering Heights to meet Linton. She and Linton begin a secret
romance, communicated entirely through letters. When Nelly
destroys Cathy’s collection of letters, the girl begins sneaking out
© at night to spend time with her frail lover, who asks her to nurse
éhim back to health. However, it soon becomes apparent thati
Linton’s affection for Cathy is entirely driven by Heathcliff’s

coercion; Heathcliff hopes that if Cathy marries Linton, he will ggplglc RéNE
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~ legal control of Thrushcross Grange and complete his revenge on

~ Edgar Linton.

As Edgar Linton nears death, Heathcliff lures Nelly and Cathy to
Wuthering Heights and holds them captive until Cathy agrees to
marry Linton. After the marriage, Edgar dies, followed shortly by
" Linton. Heathcliff now controls both Wuthering Heights and
Thrushcross Grange. He forces Cathy to live at Wuthering Heights

~ as a servant while renting Thrushcross Grange to Lockwood.

Nelly’s story concludes as she reaches the present. Appalled by the
events, Lockwood ends his tenancy at Thrushcross Grange and
" returns to London. However, six months later, he revisits Nelly and
learns of further developments. Although Cathy initially mocked
Hareton’s ignorance and illiteracy (in an act of retribution,
Heathcliff had denied Hareton an education after Hindley’s death), :
~ she grows to love him as they live together at Wuthering Heights.
Heathcliff becomes increasingly obsessed with the memory of the
elder Catherine, speaking to her ghost and seeing her everywhere.
~ shortly after a night spent walking on the moors, Heathcliff dies.
Hareton and Cathy inherit both Wuthering Heights and
Thrushcross Grange and plan to marry on New Year’s Day. After
hearing the conclusion of the story, Lockwood visits the graves of
Catherine and Heathcliff.

" The story of Wuthering Heights is told through flashbacks recorded
~ in diary entries, with events often presented out of chronological

- order. Lockwood’s narrative takes place after Nelly’s account, bti*EP?ERENE
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" is interwoven with her story in his journal. Nevertheless, the novel
provides enough clues to approximate the chronology of events,
which was carefully crafted by Emily Bronté. For example,
Lockwood’s diary entries are recorded in late 1801 and September
©1802. In 1801, Nelly tells Lockwood that she has lived at
Thrushcross Grange for eighteen years, which means Catherine’s
marriage to Edgar must have taken place in 1783. We know that
Catherine was engaged to Edgar for three years, and Nelly was
" twenty-two when they became engaged, which places their
engagement in 1780. Therefore, Nelly was born in 1758. Since Nelly
is a few years older than Catherine, and since Lockwood remarks
* that Heathcliff is about forty years old in 1801, it is reasonable to -
assume that Heathcliff and Catherine were born around 1761, three
years after Nelly. There are several other clues in the novel, such
as Hareton’s birth in June 1778, which help construct a plausible
timeline. The following chronology, based on these clues,

- approximates the timing of the novel’s key events.

1500: The stone above the front door of Wuthering Heights,
inscribed with Hareton Earnshaw’s name, possibly marks the
completion of the house.

© 1758: Nelly is born.

~1761: Heathcliff and Catherine are born. /
~1767: Mr. Earnshaw brings Heathcliff to live at Wuthering Heights.
* 1774: Mr. Earnshaw sends Hindley to college. /
1783: Catherine and Edgar marry; Heathcliff arrives at Thrushcross

. Grange in September. APFOIRENE
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© 1784: Heathcliff and Isabella elope early in the year; Catherine falls
ill with brain fever; Cathy is born late in the year; Catherine dies.
1785: Isabella flees Wuthering Heights and settles in London; Linton
is born. /
~ ~1785: Hindley dies; Heathcliff inherits Wuthering Heights.

~1797: Young Cathy meets Hareton and visits Wuthering Heights

for the first time; Linton moves to Wuthering Heights after

[sabella’s death in late 1797 or early 1798.

~ Contemporary English Literature

' Mosammad Rajia Khatun

* Contemporary English literature, which encompasses works written -
from the late 20th century to the present, reflects the dynamic
changes in global society, culture, and politics. It represents a
fusion of diverse voices, experimental styles, and global
~ perspectives, addressing pressing issues such as identity, migration, -
technology, climate change, and social justice. This essay explores
the themes, trends, and prominent writers shaping contemporary

English literature.

Emerging against the backdrop of significant global changes,
© contemporary English literature reflects the profound shifts in the -
world. The late 20th and early 21st centuries have been marked by
events that have deeply influenced literary narratives. The
" increasing interconnectedness of economies and cultures has -
fostered multiculturalism and transnational identities within
literature. Events like the September 11 attacks and their afterrﬂ'ﬁ%‘l’fRéNE
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have influenced themes of trauma, fear, and political critique. The
rise of the internet, artificial intelligence, and social media has
transformed human communication and relationships, becoming
central to many contemporary narratives. As environmental
degradation becomes an urgent concern, literature increasingly
grapples with ecological themes. Additionally, movements
advocating for gender equality, LGBTQ+ rights, and racial justice

have inspired writers to explore these issues in greater depth.

One of the key themes in contemporary literature is the
exploration of identity—racial, cultural, gendered, and sexual.
Writers examine how personal and collective identities intersect
with historical and societal forces. Literature reflects the fluidity of
borders and the complex experiences of migrants and refugees.
Mohsin Hamid’s Exit West (2017) uses magical realism to explore
migration, while Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Americanah (2013)
tackles the challenges of diasporic identity. The exploration of
historical and personal trauma is also a recurring theme. Works
such as Ian McEwan’s Atonement (2001) and Kamila Shamsie’s
Home Fire (2017) revisit the lingering impact of past events,

including war and colonialism.

The digital age has inspired narratives that examine how
technology reshapes society. Dave Eggers’ The Circle (2013)
critiques corporate surveillance, while Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and

the Sun (2021) reflects on artificial intelligence and human

T

emotions. Additionally, the genre of climate fiction (Cli-Fi) HIlI;lP%SCR -
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emerged, addressing ecological collapse and sustainability. Notable
examples include Margaret Atwood’s MaddAddam trilogy and
Richard Powers’ The Overstory (2018), which interweave human

and environmental histories.

While postmodernism continues to influence contemporary
literature with its fragmented narratives and irony, many writers
are now leaning toward post-postmodernism—a movement that
combines experimental styles with emotional sincerity. For
instance, Ali Smith’s How to Be Both (2014) employs nonlinear
storytelling and dual narratives, while David Foster Wallace’s essays
and novels emphasize authenticity and emotional engagement. The
blending of autobiography and fiction has gained popularity, as
seen in Rachel Cusk’s Outline trilogy and Karl Ove Knausgard’'s My
Struggle series. Writers also experiment with form, incorporating
visual elements, poetry, and multimedia into their works. For
example, Valeria Luiselli’s Lost Children Archive (2019) mixes

photos, maps, and text to explore migration.

Speculative fiction addresses contemporary anxieties through
imaginative narratives. Margaret Atwood’s The Testaments (2019)
critiques patriarchal societies, while Naomi Alderman’s The Power

(2016) reimagines gender dynamics in a dystopian world.

Several prominent writers have shaped the landscape of

contemporary English literature. Zadie Smith’s novels, such as

T T

White Teeth and NW, explore multicultural London, focusing on

themes of identity, class, and generational conflict. Her éé'gﬁcjﬁR*fNE
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~ collections also delve into contemporary cultural issues. Salman
Rushdie continues to blend magical realism with political
écommentary, as seen in Quichotte (2019), which reimaginesg
Cervantes’ Don Quixote in a modern setting. Hilary Mantel’s Wolf
* Hall trilogy revolutionized historical fiction, offering a nuanced
gportrayal of Thomas Cromwell and Tudor England. Bernardine
Evaristo’s Booker Prize-winning Girl, Woman, Other (2019)
gshowcases the interconnected lives of Black British women,é
~ celebrating diversity and resilience. Kazuo Ishiguro’s exploration of
memory, loss, and artificial intelligence in Never Let Me Go (2005)
éand Klara and the Sun (2021) demonstrates his mastery of;

~ speculative storytelling.

* The Booker Prize has highlighted contemporary writers such as -
Marlon James (A Brief History of Seven Killings, 2014) and Douglas
Stuart (Shuggie Bain, 2020). Writers like Kazuo Ishiguro (2017) and
Abdulrazak Gurnah (2021) have been recognized for their profound
~ contributions to literature, particularly in exploring themes of -
migration and memory. The Women’s Prize has also celebrated
narratives centered on women’s voices, including works by

~ Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Maggie O'Farrell (Hamnet, 2020).

In conclusion, contemporary English literature reflects a rapidly
* changing world, offering diverse perspectives on global issues. It -
challenges traditional storytelling, embraces multicultural identities,
and experiments with form and style. Through its engagement

* with technology, environmental concerns, and human emotions, ~
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contemporary literature continues to inspire and provoke, ensuring

its relevance in the 21st century and beyond.

Post-War Literature
Moumita Mondal

The Second World War had a profound effect on English society,
leaving it physically devastated and emotionally fractured. Cities
were bombed, communities were uprooted, and millions were
displaced. The war also triggered shifts in global power dynamics,
with Britain ceding its role as a dominant imperial power to
emerging superpowers such as the United States and the Soviet
Union. For writers, these upheavals prompted a reassessment of

human values, morality, and the relevance of traditional narratives.

The war shattered the ideals of progress and human rationality
that had dominated the early 20th century. Writers expressed
disillusionment with modernity, questioning its capacity to deliver
harmony or purpose. Novels like George Orwell’s 17984 (1949)
explore themes of totalitarianism and the erosion of individuality,

reflecting fears of oppressive state control.

The post-war era also saw the influence of existential philosophy,
particularly the works of Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus.
English authors, grappling with the meaninglessness of existence,
wrote works that reflected the absurdity of life. Samuel Beckett’s
Waiting for Godot (1953) epitomizes the existential crisis of the

T
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- post-war generation, presenting life as a repetitive, purposeless ’

~ cycle.

" The post-war period was marked by significant social mobility, °
driven by the establishment of the welfare state and universal
education in Britain. This democratization of opportunity fueled
' literary interest in the working class and their struggles. The
“Angry Young Men” movement of the 1950s, led by writers like
é]ohn Osborne (Look Back in Anger, 1956) and Alan Sillitoe;
E(Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, 1958), addressed classé
~ conflict and the frustrations of working-class individuals striving

. for recognition.

The dissolution of the British Empire brought questions of identity,
érace, and belonging to the forefront. Writers from formerlyé
colonized nations, such as Salman Rushdie (Midnight’s Children,
1981) and V.S. Naipaul (A Bend in the River, 1979), exploredé
themes of displacement and the lingering effects of imperialism.
English literature increasingly became global in scope,

" incorporating voices from the Commonwealth and beyond.

Post-war literature also witnessed a burgeoning feminist
" movement, which challenged patriarchal norms and reimagined
women’s roles. Writers like Doris Lessing (7he Golden Notebook,
1962) explored the inner lives of women and their struggles for
independence, while Angela Carter (The Bloody Chamber, 1979)

~ used fantastical elements to critique gender stereotypes.

HIPPOCRENE
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* While modernism, with its focus on fragmentation and stream-of- -
consciousness techniques, dominated early 20th-century literature,
postmodernism emerged as a defining mode of expression in the
post-war  period. Postmodern literature, characterized by
" playfulness, metafiction, and intertextuality, challenged notions of
objective truth. Works like Julian Barnes’ Flaubert’s Parrot (1984)
and Jeanette Winterson’s Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit (1985)
 exemplify this shift. /

Post-war English theatre experienced a revival, with playwrights
~ addressing contemporary issues with stark realism and innovative -
gforms. Alongside Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter (7he Bﬁ"t]ydayé
Party, 1957) became a leading figure, using silence and ambiguity
" to explore human relationships. Later, playwrights like Tom
Stoppard  (Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, 1966)

~ incorporated elements of postmodernism into their works.

The trauma of World War II continued to resonate in literature.
Writers like Evelyn Waugh (Brideshead Revisited, 1945) and Graham
' Greene (The End of the Affair, 1951) examined the moral *
ambiguities of war, while others like Pat Barker (the Regeneration
trilogy, 1991-1995) revisited the emotional scars of earlier conflicts, /

 particularly World War I, through a modern lens.

~ The anxieties of the nuclear age and technological advancement
~ spurred a boom in science fiction and dystopian literature. Writers -
~ like Aldous Huxley (Brave New World, 1932), though published

- earlier, found renewed relevance in the post-war period, W‘Hf}éRENE
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élater authors like J.G. Ballard (7he Drowned World, 1962) usedé

speculative settings to critique contemporary society.

* The post-war period also saw an influx of immigrants to Britain, °
particularly from the Caribbean, South Asia, and Africa. These
communities brought fresh perspectives, enriching English
literature. Writers like Sam Selvon (7The Lonely Londoners, 1956)
depicted the struggles and aspirations of Caribbean migrants, while
contemporary authors such as Zadie Smith (White Teeth, 2000)

~ explored multicultural identities in a globalized world.

George Orwell’s works, including Animal Farm (1945) and 1984;
* (1949), remain key texts for political and social critique. His -
gincisive prose and prophetic warnings about authoritarianism -
continue to resonate in the contemporary era. Though Irish by
birth, Samuel Beckett’s influence on English literature is
* undeniable. His minimalist, absurdist plays and prose captured the °

~ existential despair of the post-war era.

Philip Larkin, one of the foremost poets of the post-war period,
captured the everyday realities of English life with a blend of irony
and melancholy in works such as The Whitsun Weddings (1964). :
* Doris Lessing’s exploration of feminism, politics, and psychology in
works like The Golden Notebook positioned her as a trailblazer for
women writers in the post-war era. Kazuo Ishiguro’s novels, such
as The Remains of the Day (1989), blend historical reflection with a
focus on memory and regret, examining the psychological impact -

- of post-war transitions. Harold Pinter revolutionized Englﬁ%CPfRENE
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theatre with his use of pauses and subtext to create tension and

ambiguity, as exemplified in works like The Caretaker (1960).

The establishment of the welfare state in post-war Britain altered
societal dynamics, reducing class barriers and fostering new
opportunities. This shift is reflected in the works of the “Angry
Young Men” writers, who challenged traditional social hierarchies.
As Britain withdrew from its colonies, literature began to address
the complexities of postcolonial identities. Writers like Chinua
Achebe (Things Fall Apart, 1958) and Ngiigi wa Thiong'o (A4 Grain
of Wheat, 1967) critiqued imperial legacies, while British-born
authors explored their hybrid identities.

The 1960s ushered in a wave of cultural liberalization, influencing
literature’s themes and forms. Writers experimented with narrative
techniques, delved into taboo subjects, and embraced alternative
lifestyles, as seen in works like Anthony Burgess’s A Clockwork
Orange (1962).

In conclusion, post-war English literature stands as a mirror to the
tumultuous changes of its time. Whether grappling with the
devastation of war, exploring new social dynamics, or confronting
the legacies of empire, writers redefined what it meant to be
English—and, by extension, human—in a fractured world. Through
their works, they forged a literary tradition that remains vital and

globally relevant.
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Renaissance and Its Effects on English Literature
Trishita Kanjilal

The Renaissance was a cultural, intellectual, and artistic movement
that originated in Italy during the 14th century and spread across
Europe, profoundly influencing English literature between the 16th
and early 17th centuries. The term "Renaissance," meaning
"rebirth," signifies the revival of classical learning, humanistic
ideals, and artistic innovation. This period marked a significant
shift in literature, characterized by a rediscovery of classical texts,
an emphasis on humanism, and the flourishing of new literary

forms.

One of the most notable effects of the Renaissance on English
literature was the revival of classical learning. English writers
rediscovered the works of ancient Greek and Roman authors such
as Homer, Virgil, Ovid, and Aristotle. These classical texts, with
their themes, myths, and rhetorical styles, served as key influences
for Renaissance writers. The translation of classical works into
English further expanded their reach. For instance, Sir Thomas
North's translation of Plutarch's Lives played a significant role in

shaping Shakespeare's historical plays.

Renaissance humanism also had a profound impact on literature.

Humanism placed human beings at the center of thought,

T

emphasizing individual potential, worldly experiences, and HItplboeCRENE
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exploration of human nature, often in contrast to the religious
focus of the Middle Ages. Writers began to explore themes such as
love, ambition, individualism, and human frailty, often using
introspection to reflect on human nature and morality. For
example, Thomas More’s Utopia (1516) reflects humanistic ideals by
envisioning a perfect society, while Shakespeare's plays, such as
Hamlet and Macbeth, delve into the complexities of human

psychology and morality.

The Renaissance also saw a flourishing of poetry and drama. New
literary forms emerged, with the sonnet being popularized in
England by poets like Thomas Wyatt and Henry Howard, Earl of
Surrey. Drama, in particular, reached its peak during this period,
with playwrights such as William Shakespeare, Christopher
Marlowe, and Ben Jonson producing works that are still celebrated
today. Shakespeare’s Romeo and juliet and The Tempest exemplify
the blending of classical influences with English storytelling, while
Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus explores Renaissance themes of ambition

and the quest for knowledge.

In terms of style and language, Renaissance writers experimented
with the English vernacular, moving away from Latin, which made
literature more accessible to a wider audience. This period
witnessed an expansion of vocabulary, the use of rich imagery,
metaphor, and allusions, resulting in a more dynamic and

expressive use of the language. Shakespeare, for example,
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contributed to the English language by coining thousands of words

and phrases that remain in use today.

The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in the
15th century, and its introduction to England by William Caxton in
1476, had a significant impact on the dissemination of literature.
The printing press made books more affordable and accessible,
leading to higher literacy rates and greater exposure to
Renaissance ideas. This development contributed to the spread of
Renaissance literature and its influence on education and

intellectual thought across Europe.

The Renaissance also brought about the exploration of new themes,
such as science and exploration, which were reflected in literature.
Writers like John Donne incorporated metaphysical themes,
blending scientific discovery with spirituality. Additionally, the
Protestant Reformation had a significant influence on English
literature. Writers like John Milton, in works such as Paradise Lost,
explored themes of sin, redemption, and human freedom, which

were central to the religious debates of the time.

The Renaissance also contributed to the emergence of English
nationalism. Writers like Edmund Spenser, in The Faerie Queene,
celebrated England's history, values, and identity, fostering pride in
the English language and culture. This period marked a significant

moment in the development of national consciousness and pride.
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Key figures of the English Renaissance include William Shakespeare
(1564-1616), whose plays and sonnets epitomize the literary
achievements of the period; Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593),
known for his blank verse and tragedies like Tamburlaine and
Doctor Faustus, Edmund Spenser (1552-1599), whose epic poem The
Faerie Queene embodies Renaissance ideals and allegory; and Sir
Philip Sidney (1554-1586), whose Astrophel and Stella is one of the

earliest sonnet sequences in English literature.

In conclusion, the Renaissance profoundly transformed English
literature, leading to an explosion of creativity and innovation. By
reviving classical learning, emphasizing humanism, and introducing
new literary forms and themes, the Renaissance laid the foundation
for modern English literature. This period is often considered a
golden age, marked by unparalleled contributions to poetry, drama,
and prose that continue to resonate in contemporary literary

culture.

War Poetry
Riya Mondal

War poetry is a profound and evocative literary genre that
captures the emotional and psychological impact of conflict,
offering a unique lens through which to understand the
experiences of individuals and societies embroiled in war. These

poems not only provide a vivid representation of war’s brutal

T T

realities but also offer a critical commentary on the nature of

violence and its consequences. In this essay, we will explore"fPRERENE
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key features of war poetry, notable poets, and some of their most

significant works.

One of the defining characteristics of war poetry is the use of vivid
imagery. Poets often employ stark and graphic imagery to convey
the devastating realities of conflict. This imagery serves to bring to
life the harrowing scenes of battle and the immense suffering
experienced by soldiers and civilians alike. For example, in Wilfred
Owen’s Dulce et Decorum Est, the graphic depiction of a gas attack
powerfully conveys the horrors of World War I and its devastating

effects on those who fought in it.

Another prominent feature of war poetry is its emotional intensity.
These poems are marked by their ability to capture a wide range
of powerful emotions, including fear, anger, sorrow, and
disillusionment. The intense emotions reflected in these works
mirror the extreme experiences of those involved in war, making
the poems deeply moving and impactful. By channeling the raw
emotions of war, these poets help readers to connect with the

personal trauma experienced by soldiers and civilians.

War poetry also frequently explores themes of sacrifice and
heroism. Many poets depict the bravery and selflessness of soldiers,
often highlighting the nobility of their sacrifices. However, they
also critique the glorification of war and question the true cost of

such sacrifices. Rupert Brooke’s The Soldier is a poignant example,

T T

reflecting on the noble sacrifice of dying for one’s country.

However, poets like Owen and Sassoon also interrogate the redlft§FrReNe
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of such sacrifices, suggesting that the costs of war are far greater

than society often acknowledges.

A crucial aspect of war poetry is its critique of war itself. Poets
such as Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen used their works to
challenge romanticized views of warfare and to expose its grim
and often senseless nature. Sassoon’s The General serves as a biting
critique of military leadership, highlighting its incompetence and
disregard for the lives of soldiers. This critical stance on war is
central to the genre, as many war poets sought not only to
document the horrors of conflict but also to question the political

and societal forces that perpetuated it.

Furthermore, war poetry often blends personal experience with
collective narratives, providing a voice for individual soldiers while
also reflecting on the broader societal impacts of war. This dual
perspective allows readers to connect with the intimate
experiences of soldiers while also understanding the wider
consequences of war on nations and communities. The personal
accounts captured in these poems serve as a powerful reminder of

the human cost of conflict.

Notable poets in the field of war poetry include Wilfred Owen,
Siegfried Sassoon, Rupert Brooke, John McCrae, and Isaac
Rosenberg. Owen is perhaps the most famous war poet, known for

his stark realism and emotional depth. His poems, such as Dulce et

T T

Decorum Est and Anthem for Doomed Youth, vividly depict the

horrors of trench warfare and the senseless loss of life du*i*ff%RéNE
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World War I. Siegfried Sassoon, another prominent war poet, is
known for his fierce criticism of the war and its leadership. His
works, including The General and Suicide in the Trenches, convey
his disillusionment with the war and his anger at the suffering it

inflicted on soldiers.

In contrast to Owen and Sassoon, Rupert Brooke’s poetry often
reflects a more idealistic view of war, capturing the early optimism
and patriotism that characterized the beginning of the conflict. His
sonnet The Soldier serves as a tribute to the noble sacrifice of
dying for one’s country. John McCrae’s In Flanders Fields is
another iconic war poem, becoming synonymous with
remembrance and the enduring legacy of World War 1. The image
of poppies growing among soldiers’ graves, as depicted in the
poem, has become a symbol of remembrance and hope. Isaac
Rosenberg’s poetry, such as Break of Day in the Trenches,
combines vivid imagery with a deep sense of the futility and
tragedy of war, reflecting the daily realities of life in the trenches

and the shared humanity of soldiers on both sides.

In conclusion, war poetry serves as a powerful reminder of the
human cost of conflict. Through vivid imagery, emotional intensity,
and critical perspectives, these poems capture the complexities of
war and its profound impact on individuals and societies. The
works of poets like Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, Rupert Brooke,

John McCrae, and Isaac Rosenberg continue to resonate with
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* readers, offering timeless reflections on the nature of war, the ’

~ suffering it causes, and the enduring hope for peace.

“Bidrohi” (The Rebel): An Indication of the Spirit of Rebellion
Farhan Jahid

Nazrul reached the peak of his reputation with the publication of
"Bidrohi” (The Rebel) in 1922. The Rebel is an epic poem filled
with heroic sentiments that established him as a prominent figure
among the Bengali people overnight. Through an extraordinarily
robust language, Nazrul called upon every Indian, and especially
" every Bengali, to challenge British rule with great courage. The
poem remains his most renowned work, admired by India's literati
for its portrayal of the rebel, whose impact is fierce and ruthless,

'~ even as its spirit is high. In The Rebel, Nazrul declares:

“I'm the tempest, I'm the cyclone,

" 1 destroy everything I find in my path,
I'm the dance-loving rhythm,

I dance to my own beats.” (35-38)

éHere, Nazrul imagines himself as the cyclone, a symbol ofi
destruction, capable of annihilating everything in his path. He
" presents the rebel as a combination of destructive and creative -
forces, embodying both wrath and beauty, as well as sensitivity.
Through the poem, Nazrul celebrates human creativity and affirms

" the individual's capacity for heroic action and unity. He call%gf@gRéNE
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rebellion against all forms of oppression, including British colonial
rule in India, elevating him to the status of a national figure

(Langley 12).

In the poem, Nazrul proclaims:

“Proclaim: 1 raise my head high!

Before me bows down the Himalayan peaks” (2-3).

He urges everyone to rise above feelings of inferiority and to hold
their heads high, as tall as the Himalayas, in order to meet the
challenges of the time. Through his voice, Nazrul reveals his
revolutionary zeal:

“I'm ever indomitable, arrogant, and cruel.

I'm the Dance king of the Day of the Doom,

I'm the cyclone, the destruction!

I'm the great terror, I'm the curse of the world.” (17-20)

Nazrul declares his unyielding spirit to dismantle the societal
barriers that oppress the downtrodden. He writes, “I'm the Rebel,
the Rebel son / of the creator of the universe!” (31-32). By
declaring himself as created by the universe’s creator, Nazrul’s
rebellion takes on a broader, more universal significance. His
rebellion is not only a call for national independence but also a
broader call for human emancipation. Many critics have drawn
comparisons between Nazrul and Shelley. While Shelley’s Ode to
the West Wind expresses an idealistic hope for change, Nazrul’s

The Rebel evokes revolutionary fervor. In his poems, Nazrul

T

envisions the creation of a better world through rebellion.
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He states:
~ “I'm the Sacrifice, I'm the priest.
~ I'm the fire itself.

I'm creation, I'm destruction.” (57-59)

Nazrul presents himself as both a destroyer and a creator, treating
~ himself as the messenger of revolt: -
“I'm the messenger of revolt / across the earth and the sky.” (150-
E 151).

In The Rebel, Nazrul can be seen as a modern Prometheus—he is
" the great upheaval, the destroyer who will only rest when the
anguished cries of the oppressed no longer reverberate through
the world. He envisions a future where the tyrant’s bloody sword
no longer echoes in battlefields:
“..and the tyrant’s bloody sword / will no longer rattle in
battlefields.” (181-183).
éThis Prometheus, a blazing comet, defies divine authority and;
~ achieves what “the hollow stuffed God” could not. He is the rebel
who, in victory, stands at the gates of a liberated world, prepared

~ to begin the creation of a global human community.

With the publication of The Rebel, Nazrul earned the title of the
"Rebel Poet" of Bengal. He remains the only Bidrohi Kobi (Rebel
’ Poet) in Bengali literature. The latter part of his life coincided with -
a decolonization process marked by violence in many regions. The
non-violent character of India’s independence movement, led by

’ Mahatma Gandhi, was increasingly overshadowed by the ViolﬁlrpllgoeCRéNE
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of events such as the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, where hundreds
of unarmed protesters were killed, exposing the brutality of British
rule (Abbasi 287). This period saw a shift in revolutionary thought,
and the Indian Communist Party emerged with hopes of ending the

exploitation of workers.

Muzaffar Ahmed, one of the founders of the Communist Party in
India, wrote in his memoirs that Nazrul was aligned with their
cause by the end of 1921, contributing to the formation of the
party. Nazrul responded deeply to the revolutionary sentiments of
his time, and The Rebel was his poetic answer to the call of the
age. This masterpiece is often regarded as the most significant
work of his life. The brilliance of The Rebel has been universally
acknowledged.

Nazrul’s works cover a wide array of themes, including humanism,
egalitarianism, feminism, patriotism, nationalism, multiculturalism,
globalism, romanticism, mysticism, religion, post-modernism, and
environmental concerns. One of his central preoccupations is the
theme of human unity. He did not view human unity as an
artificial addition to human evolution but as a natural, organic
development that reflects a collective yearning for spiritual,
political, and social harmony. As Langley notes, Nazrul’s work
advocates for both polyculturalism and multiculturalism,
encouraging individuals to embrace a wider collective inventory of

meaning both within and beyond their immediate society.
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Nazrul recognized that discussing human unity is insufficient if
liberation from culturally constructed barriers—such as those of
gender, class, race, religion, ethnicity, nationality, and social
origin—was to be achieved. For this reason, he supported
polyculturalism and multiculturalism as ideals that would break
down these divisions and foster a more inclusive and united

humanity (Langley 15).

Heathcliff: Villain or Victim?
Deeya Mehrotra

Emily Bronté€’s Wuthering Heights stands as a timeless literary
masterpiece, widely celebrated as one of the most passionate and
darkly romantic novels. It has given rise to the infamous character
of Heathcliff, whose complex persona continues to captivate
readers. There is a popular saying that "evil is just a matter of
perspective," a notion that aptly encapsulates the enigmatic nature
of Heathcliff.

Heathcliff begins his life as a young orphan, with no recollection of
his past or any memories he can call his own. He is adopted by
Mr. Earnshaw, but despite his adoptive father's efforts, Heathcliff’s
arrival only exacerbates the strained relationship between
Earnshaw’s son, Hindley, and himself. After Mr. Earnshaw’s death,
Heathcliff is alienated and relegated to the servant quarters,

enduring both emotional and physical abuse. His sole comfort
HIPPOCR
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comes from his bond with Catherine Earnshaw, yet this
relationship, which he treasures above all else, is cruelly severed
when Catherine chooses to marry Edgar Linton, citing that
marrying Heathcliff would degrade her social status. It is,
therefore, hardly surprising that these harsh circumstances

gradually shape Heathcliff into the villainous figure he becomes.

Returning to Wuthering Heights as a man of wealth and power,
Heathcliff is now prepared to destroy any obstacle in his path to
vengeance. More a Byronic hero than a conventional villain, he is
driven by overwhelming passion and the desire for revenge. His
own words reflect this hardened resolve: “I'll be hard as stone, and
my soul shall never be broken.” Heathcliff’s calculated cruelty is
evident as he systematically bankrupts Hindley and acquires his
estate. He further disrupts the marital bliss of Catherine and Edgar,
while manipulating Isabella into marrying him. His obsessive love
for Catherine renders him indifferent to the suffering of those
around him, and his madness ultimately consumes him, leading
him to inflict trauma and abuse on the next generation, as seen in

his treatment of Hareton, Linton, and young Cathy.

Throughout the novel, Heathcliff embodies a dual role of both
victim and villain. His character is not easily categorized as wholly
evil nor entirely innocent. Rather, his complex persona is shaped
by the harsh realities of his life, making him a deeply tragic figure.

Heathcliff’s charisma and the ambiguity surrounding his character

T
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continue to intrigue readers, as his circumstances undoubtedly

shape both his morals and actions.

Perhaps it is this very ambiguity—being both a victim and a
villain—that lends Heathcliff his raw, compelling persona,
encouraging readers to reflect on the madness, horror, and trauma
that love can inflict. In this light, Heathcliff is as much a victim of
his circumstances as he is a villain, embodying a deeply human

struggle between love, revenge, and personal destruction.

Victorian literature
Sarufa Khatun

Victorian literature refers to English literature written during the
reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901). The 19th century is often
regarded as the Golden Age of English Literature, particularly for
British novels. During this era, the novel emerged as the dominant
literary form, reflecting the wvast social, economic, and
technological changes taking place in England. These changes
included developments in class structures and the shifting role of
religion in society. The number of novels published annually
increased dramatically, from about 100 at the start of the period to
over 1,000 by its end. Notable novelists from this period include
Charles Dickens, William Makepeace Thackeray, the Bronté sisters,
Elizabeth Gaskell, George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans), Thomas Hardy,
and Rudyard Kipling. HIPPOCR

NE

RN L T T T T T T v

N N N N N e N e N N N N e N N N e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e T T T

NN NONONONONONONONMONMONMONMONONONONONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONMONM UMMM OMONMOMOM M MMM OMOMONMOMOMOMOMOMOM M OM M M MMM UMMM OM UMMM MMM OMOMOM M MMM MM N N N NN N NN NN



>\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\'>

" While the Romantic period emphasized abstract expression and
inward focus, the Victorian era saw a shift toward addressing social
issues. Writers such as Thomas Carlyle highlighted the
dehumanizing effects of the Industrial Revolution and what he
" termed the "Mechanical Age." This awareness of societal issues is ’
evident in the works of authors like Elizabeth Barrett Browning,
who wrote about child labor, and Thomas Hardy, who used his
novels to critique religion and social structures. Charles Dickens,
* known for his humor and approachable tone, addressed issues like
wealth disparity, while Elizabeth Barrett Browning's works
cemented her place in a male-dominated literary world. Hardy, on
the other hand, used his novels to challenge the established social

’ and religious norms.

~ Poetry and theatre also flourished during the Victorian era. The °
most famous poets of the time were Robert Browning and Alfred
Tennyson. Regarding theatre, significant works began to emerge in
" the later decades of the 19th century. Notable playwrights included
Gilbert and Sullivan, George Bernard Shaw, and Oscar Wilde. /

The Victorian era was the golden age of the English novel, with -
works that were often realistic, intricately plotted, and populated
with a wide array of characters. The novels of Charles Dickens,
" known for their dramatic plots and vivid characterizations, -
presented a stark portrayal of urban life across all classes. William
Makepeace Thackeray’s Vanity Fair (1848) satirized hypocrisy and
greed, while Emily Bronté’s Wuthering Heights (1847) remains a
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unique masterpiece driven by intense passions. Charlotte Bronté's
novels, particularly Jane Eyre (1847) and Villette (1853), were more
conventional yet still daring in their own right. George Eliot (Mary
Ann Evans) gained recognition for her moral fervor and her
examination of ethical dilemmas and social issues. Other important
authors of the period included Anthony Trollope, Thomas Hardy,
and Samuel Butler, whose works delved into issues such as religion,
social inequality, and human nature. Robert Louis Stevenson, best
known for his adventure novels, and Lewis Carroll, who created
the beloved children's classics Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
and Through the Looking-Glass, also contributed to the period’s
literary legacy.

In nonfiction, the Victorian period produced a number of
prominent thinkers and writers, including the historian Thomas
Macaulay, the social critic Thomas Carlyle, and the philosopher
John Stuart Mill. Charles Darwin's theories on evolution were
popularized by Thomas Henry Huxley, while John Henry Cardinal
Newman wrote extensively on religion and education. Karl Marx
and Friedrich Engels also worked in England, producing influential
texts on communism. The art historian and critic John Ruskin

addressed issues of social and economic inequality.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson was the leading poet of the Victorian age,
with his works often reflecting the personal melancholy and
societal certainties of the time. His poetry, alongside that of Robert

Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning, was highly regarded
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with Browning best known for his dramatic monologues. Rudyard
Kipling's poetry celebrated the British Empire, while Francis
Thompson, Alice Meynell, Christina Rossetti, and Lionel Johnson
contributed to religious poetry. The Pre-Raphaelite movement, led
by Dante Gabriel Rossetti, sought to revive medieval artistic values
and techniques, leading to a rich, symbolic style. William Morris, a
versatile figure in the group, was both a designer and poet, while
Christina Rossetti and Coventry Patmore explored spiritual themes

in their work.

The latter part of the century saw the emergence of the Decadents,
a group that rejected bourgeois complacency in favor of extreme
behavior and expression. The most notable figure among them was
Oscar Wilde, whose witty comedies and comic operettas left a
lasting mark on British theatre. Despite the limited achievements
of the Decadents, their critique of Victorian values and institutions

remains significant.
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